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What happens when three hundred alleged squatters go head-to-head with an enormous city government
looking to develop the place where they live? As anthropologist Michael Herzfeld shows in this book, the
answer can be surprising. He tells the story of Pom Mahakan, a tiny enclave in the heart of old Bangkok
whose residents have resisted authorities’ demands to vacate their homes for a quarter of a century. It’s a
story of community versus government, of old versus new, and of political will versus the law.
           
Herzfeld argues that even though the residents of Pom Mahakan have lost every legal battle the city
government has dragged them into, they have won every public relations contest, highlighting their struggle
as one against bureaucrats who do not respect the age-old values of Thai/Siamese social and cultural order.
Such values include compassion for the poor and an understanding of urban space as deeply embedded in
social and ritual relations. In a gripping account of their standoff, Herzfeld—who simultaneously argues for
the importance of activism in scholarship—traces the agile political tactics and styles of the community’s
leadership, using their struggle to illuminate the larger difficulties, tensions, and unresolved debates that
continue to roil Thai society to this day. 
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From reader reviews:

Linda Davis:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with friends is thing that usually
you might have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try point that really opposite
from that. A single activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you are ride on and with addition info. Even you love Siege of the Spirits: Community and Polity in
Bangkok, it is possible to enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still want to miss it? What kind of
hang-out type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its
identified as reading friends.

Antonio Haynie:

Beside this specific Siege of the Spirits: Community and Polity in Bangkok in your phone, it may give you a
way to get closer to the new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you are going to got
here is fresh in the oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow
community. It is good thing to have Siege of the Spirits: Community and Polity in Bangkok because this
book offers for you readable information. Do you sometimes have book but you do not get what it's
interesting features of. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you have this in the hand. The
Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to
miss the idea? Find this book and read it from right now!

Ralph McClure:

E-book is one of source of knowledge. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but native
or citizen want book to know the up-date information of year in order to year. As we know those books have
many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the world. Through the
book Siege of the Spirits: Community and Polity in Bangkok we can get more advantage. Don't you to
definitely be creative people? To get creative person must like to read a book. Just simply choose the best
book that ideal with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life with this book Siege of the
Spirits: Community and Polity in Bangkok. You can more desirable than now.

Houston Estes:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information from the book. Book is published or printed or created from each source that filled update of
news. In this particular modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for you. From
media social like newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic.
You can add your knowledge by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
seeking the Siege of the Spirits: Community and Polity in Bangkok when you necessary it?
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