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When serving on a jury, can you ever interpret the Constitution yourself? When threatened by your city's
taking of your property, do you have any recourse aside from lobbying or voting the bums out in the next
election? If you disagree with a Supreme Court decision, is there anything you can do? In this bold and
groundbreaking book, Akhil Reed Amar and Alan Hirsch answer "yes" to these questions and invite you to
rediscover your Constitution. Over time, our rich constitutional rights have been obscured, along with this
essential truth: We own our government, and government officials operate at our discretion. To preserve that
ownership, the Framers of the Constitution gave the People crucial rights and responsibilities-- which,
regrettably, have faded from view. At the ballot box, in the jury room, and on the battlefield, the People
wield far more rights than we generally realize. For example, through a kind of national referendum, we may
amend the Constitution. This right, though rarely acknowledged by the lawyers and government officials
who today dominate conversation about the Constitution, was at the very heart of the country's founding and
was recognized as fundamental by the Framers. By majority vote we could, for example, pass term limits or
affirm gay rights. The Framers also gave great power to juries as representatives of the People, expected to
act as checks on the power of unelected judges. Although it is another right that has fallen into disuse, in
some cases jurors may interpret the Constitution themselves. And the Framers placed primary responsibility
for national security in the hands of a citizen body (the militia), as opposed to a professional army, in part so
the People would have recourse if the government ever turned tyrannical. How many of us are aware of these
rights? How many of us might work for new referenda or view jury service differently if we became aware
of them? We-- all of us, black and white, male and female, straight and gay-- are sovereign in our own
nation. We are the rulers; government officials are our servants. It is high time to rediscover the true meaning
of our Constitution.
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From reader reviews:

James Barclay:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be update about what going on or details even knowledge
to make these individuals keep up with the era that is always change and advance. Some of you maybe will
certainly update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming
to anyone is you don't know which one you should start with. This For the People: What the Constitution
Really Says About Your Rights is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, because
book serves what you want and need in this era.

Jack Harbin:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their down time with their family, or
their very own friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, planning to beach, or
picnic inside park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to fill
your own personal free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book could be option to fill your cost-free time/
holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to try
out look for book, may be the reserve untitled For the People: What the Constitution Really Says About Your
Rights can be excellent book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.

Mary Killgore:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will
make a professional understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information
quicker to share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and
soon. You can view that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. Typically the book that
recommended for you is For the People: What the Constitution Really Says About Your Rights this guide
consist a lot of the information of the condition of this world now. This kind of book was represented how
does the world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. The writer
made some investigation when he makes this book. This is why this book acceptable all of you.

Elizabeth Blake:

Beside this particular For the People: What the Constitution Really Says About Your Rights in your phone, it
might give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you
might got here is fresh from the oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow
small town. It is good thing to have For the People: What the Constitution Really Says About Your Rights
because this book offers to you personally readable information. Do you at times have book but you don't get
what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable blend
here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss the idea? Find
this book as well as read it from now!
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