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Doing business in the antebellum South required a very delicate balancing act - with the central role in the
process played by the coastal merchant. From this vantage point the merchant manipulated the resources
from the up-river suppliers and, through an intricate economic network and banking, provided cotton to the
international brokers. It was, in effect, a closed system on each river under the careful control of the coastal
merchants. This study focuses on the port of Apalachicola, Florida, and the businessmen who created a chain
of international finance and trade in the promotion and distribution of the Old South's major source of
income. "Fair to Middlin'" provides a detailed description of a regional antebellum economy in the
Apalachicola/Chattahoochee River valley and reinforces the argument that the South was self-sufficient and
not dependent on other regions for its food supply. Willoughby explains how the businessmen associated
with the area's cotton trade coped with the poor conditions of transportation, communication, money and
banking. Early regional economics revolved around the rivers that represented the primary transportation
arteries for trade in the Old South. Cotton businessmen located along the waterway and on the coast neatly
divided the labour necessary to market the region's major source of income. Local money and banking
conditions retarded the economic growth of this frontier area, and only the innovations of these coastal
businessmen enabled the continuance of this vital trade network. The advent of the railroad shattered this
ongoing business arrangement and completely altered the cohesiveness of the river economy. Railroads
fundamentally changed the business customs and trade routes so that boundaries of the once-separate river
economies blurred and eventually faded, gradually leading to an integrated national economy.
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From reader reviews:

Roger Ruelas:

The experience that you get from Fair to Middlin': The Antebellum Cotton Trade of the
Apalachicola/Chattahoochee River Valley is a more deep you rooting the information that hide into the
words the more you get serious about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to understand but Fair
to Middlin': The Antebellum Cotton Trade of the Apalachicola/Chattahoochee River Valley giving you
enjoyment feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in particular way that can be understood simply
by anyone who read it because the author of this reserve is well-known enough. This particular book also
makes your own personal vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go with you,
both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for having this kind of Fair to Middlin': The
Antebellum Cotton Trade of the Apalachicola/Chattahoochee River Valley instantly.

Amy McCarter:

The book Fair to Middlin': The Antebellum Cotton Trade of the Apalachicola/Chattahoochee River Valley
has a lot details on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was compiled by
the very famous author. The author makes some research before write this book. This particular book very
easy to read you may get the point easily after perusing this book.

William Johnson:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information
simpler to share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, classifieds,
book, and soon. You will observe that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. Typically the
book that recommended to you is Fair to Middlin': The Antebellum Cotton Trade of the
Apalachicola/Chattahoochee River Valley this book consist a lot of the information of the condition of this
world now. This particular book was represented just how can the world has grown up. The vocabulary
styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer made some investigation when he
makes this book. This is why this book suitable all of you.

Sophie Clark:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book ended up being rare?
Why so many problem for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people
likes looking at, not only science book but in addition novel and Fair to Middlin': The Antebellum Cotton
Trade of the Apalachicola/Chattahoochee River Valley as well as others sources were given understanding
for you. After you know how the good a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science publication was
created for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those guides are helping them to put their knowledge. In
different case, beside science book, any other book likes Fair to Middlin': The Antebellum Cotton Trade of



the Apalachicola/Chattahoochee River Valley to make your spare time far more colorful. Many types of
book like this one.
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