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In the summer of 1936, Generalissimo Francisco Franco led a group of right-wing nationalists in a military
attack on the Republican government of Spain—the start of what would become the Spanish Civil War.
Despite U.S. laws banning participation in foreign conflicts, American volunteers began pouring into
Barcelona in January 1937. The most famous of these anti-Franco groups was the band of 2,800 American
fighters who called themselves the Abraham Lincoln Battalion. In Comrades and Commissars, Cecil D. Eby
pushes beyond the bias that has dominated study of the Lincoln Battalion and gets to the very heart of the
American experience in Spain.

Controversy has plagued the Lincoln Battalion from the very start. Were these men selfless defenders of
liberty or un-American Communists? Eby has long been regarded as one of the few balanced interpreters of
their history. His 1969 book, Between the Bullet and the Lie, won accolades for its rigorous and fair
treatment of the Battalion. Comrades and Commissars builds upon that earlier study, incorporating a wealth
of information collected over intervening decades. New oral histories, previously untranslated memoirs, and
newly declassified official documents all lend even greater authority and perspective to Eby’s account. Most
significant is Eby’s use of Lincoln Battalion archives sequestered in a Moscow storeroom for sixty years.
These papers draw renewed focus on some of the most provocative questions surrounding the Battalion,
including the extent to which Americans were persecuted—and even executed—by the brigade
commissariat.

The Americans who served in the Lincoln Battalion were neither mythic figures nor political abstractions.
Poorly trained and equipped, they committed themselves to back-to-the-wall defense of the doomed Spanish
Republic. In Comrades and Commissars, we at last have the authoritative account of their experiences.
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From reader reviews:

Eric Hough:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not require people to be aware of each facts they get. How a lot more to be
smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Examining a
book can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information specially this Comrades and Commissars:
The Lincoln Battalion in the Spanish Civil War book since this book offers you rich information and
knowledge. Of course the information in this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it you may
already know.

Stephen Vancleave:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the subject Comrades and
Commissars: The Lincoln Battalion in the Spanish Civil War suitable to you? The particular book was
written by well known writer in this era. Often the book untitled Comrades and Commissars: The Lincoln
Battalion in the Spanish Civil Waris the one of several books that everyone read now. This particular book
was inspired a lot of people in the world. When you read this guide you will enter the new age that you ever
know previous to. The author explained their idea in the simple way, therefore all of people can easily to be
aware of the core of this book. This book will give you a large amount of information about this world now.
In order to see the represented of the world in this book.

Nancy Samuel:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world may share their
idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their very own reader with their
story or maybe their experience. Not only situation that share in the publications. But also they write about
the ability about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
children, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors nowadays always try to improve
their proficiency in writing, they also doing some study before they write to their book. One of them is this
Comrades and Commissars: The Lincoln Battalion in the Spanish Civil War.

Tyler Dean:

Why? Because this Comrades and Commissars: The Lincoln Battalion in the Spanish Civil War is an
unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap it but latter it will shock you with the
secret the item inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who also write the book in such
awesome way makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the
meaning totally. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This
excellent book will give you a lot of rewards than the other book include such as help improving your



expertise and your critical thinking means. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I were you I will
go to the reserve store hurriedly.
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