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In this critical study of Theodore Roethke's poetry, Peter Balakian treats the evolution of the poet's work
from his first book, Open House (1941), to his last, The Far Field (1964). Balakian argues that Roethke was
among the most innovative poets of his time and that The Lost Son and Other Poems (1948) brought
America to a new frontier in the contemporary era. Balakian maintains that Roethke combined and furthered
major traditions in English and American poetry -- the formal poetics and meditative sensibility of British
metaphysical and Romantic poetry, the American visionary tradition, and the innovations of modernism.

The early chapters of the book explore Roethke's intellectual, religious, nd psychological development and
his development as a poet. Balakian discusses the influence of William Carlos Williams on Roethke's work
and claims that the relationship between the two poets provided Roethke with a sense of the American grain.
Later chapters treat the shift from self-absorption to union with otherness that marks Roethke's love poems,
exploring the poet's development of mysticism and a poetic persona and examining the influences of Eliot
and Whitman on his work. Balakian also discusses the metaphysical language necessary for Roethke's late
poems and follows Roethke's spiritual progress as he prophetically faces his final work.

In presenting the evolution of Roethke's career, Balakian offers fresh and original readings of the poetry. He
avoids any monolithic approach to the body of Roethke's work, employing instead various approaches to
Roethke's stages of poetic evolution. Balakian makes use of the psychology of C.G. Jung and Erich
Neumann, the writings of the mystics, the aesthetics of William Carlos Williams, and the myth of the
American frontier. With a literary historian's concern for Roethke's place in history and a critic's eye for the
sources and structures of poetry, Balakian studies the resonances of language and the inner life of this poet's
craft. Theodore Roethke's Far Fields places Roethke firmly in literary and intellectual history and asserts his
place as a major poet.
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From reader reviews:

Vivian Bennett:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important act, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem;
you can add your knowledge by the reserve entitled Theodore Roethke's Far Fields: The Evolution of His
Poetry. Try to stumble through book Theodore Roethke's Far Fields: The Evolution of His Poetry as your
good friend. It means that it can to become your friend when you feel alone and beside that of course make
you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes you more
confidence because you can know everything by the book. So , we need to make new experience as well as
knowledge with this book.

Christina Love:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Yep, you can
choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take a wander,
shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or read a book allowed Theodore Roethke's Far
Fields: The Evolution of His Poetry? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You know beside you can spend
your time using your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with their opinion or you
have some other opinion?

Marilyn McDermott:

Within this era which is the greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more special
than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you are
related is just spending your time not much but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. One of the
books in the top checklist in your reading list is usually Theodore Roethke's Far Fields: The Evolution of His
Poetry. This book that is certainly qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in becoming precious
person. By looking way up and review this guide you can get many advantages.

Paul Leavens:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information from
the book. Book is written or printed or descriptive from each source that will filled update of news. Within
this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media social such as
newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You can add your
understanding by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just in search of the
Theodore Roethke's Far Fields: The Evolution of His Poetry when you desired it?
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