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In abook full of playful irony and striking insights, the controversia social philosopher Gilles Lipovetsky
draws on the history of fashion to demonstrate that the modern cult of appearance and superficiality actually
serves the common good. Focusing on clothing, bodily deportment, sex roles, sexual practices, and political
rhetoric as forms of "fashion," Lipovetsky bounds across two thousand years of history, showing how the
evolution of fashion from an upper-class privilege into avehicle of popular expression closaly follows the
rise of democratic values. Whereas Tocqueville feared that mass culture would create passive citizens
incapable of political reasoning, Lipovetsky argues that today's mass-produced fashion offers many choices,
which in turn enable consumers to become complex individuals within a consolidated, democratically
educated society.

Superficiality fosters tolerance among different groups within a society, claims Lipovetsky. To analyze
fashion's role in smoothing over social conflict, he abandons class analysisin favor of an inquiry into the
symbolism of everyday life and the creation of ephemeral desire. Lipovetsky examines the malaise
experienced by people who, because they can fulfill so many desires, lose their sense of identity. His
conclusions raise disturbing questions about personal joy and anguish in modern democracy.
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From reader reviews:
Molly Edwards:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have alot more or little spare time? Sure, you
can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to take a
move, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or read a book eligible The Empire of Fashion:
Dressing Modern Democracy (New French Thought Series)? Maybe it isto be best activity for you. You
recognize beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before.
Do you agree with their opinion or you have different opinion?

James Stewart:

What do you concerning book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material if you want something to
explain what you problem? How about your time? Or are you busy man or woman? If you don't have spare
time to accomplish others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have extratime? What did you
do? All people has many questions above. They have to answer that question since just their can do this. It
said that about e-book. Book isfamiliar in each person. Yes, it is proper. Because start from on jardin de
infancia until university need this The Empire of Fashion: Dressing Modern Democracy (New French
Thought Series) to read.

Tracy Laflamme:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information currently can get by anyone at
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even a concern. What people must be
consider whenever those information which is within the former life are difficult to be find than now could
be taking serioudy which one is suitable to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you find the
unstable resource then you have it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All
those possibilities will not happen within you if you take The Empire of Fashion: Dressing Modern
Democracy (New French Thought Series) as your daily resource information.

Jerry Hull:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, small story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not striving The Empire of Fashion: Dressing
Modern Democracy (New French Thought Series) that give your fun preference will be satisfied by means of
reading this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world a
great deal better then how they react towards the world. It can't be said constantly that reading behavior only
for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for every you
who want to start looking at as your good habit, you may pick The Empire of Fashion: Dressing Modern
Democracy (New French Thought Series) become your own starter.
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