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Nathaniel Cosgray is a musician with oodles & oodles of talent. There isn't anything he can't play on either
the piano or the violin. He just can't make a career of it. Carnegie Hall is about as far away as the moon, but
Nat is ready to take on the challenge, hoping for some lucky break along the way. The journey begins in the
late 1970s. Fresh out of college, he sets out to make a loud noise in the musical world, but soon discovers
that musicians, highly talented or not, are a dime a dozen. Most of his gigs are playing for mourners at
funerals. He gets so caught up into the realm of death that the music of Gustav Mahler becomes the
incidental music for much of his life. Right after graduating from high school, Nat finds himself completely
alone in the world. His parents had died unexpectedly and his big brother, Herbie, had been killed in
Vietnam. He sells the farm he grew up on and goes off to college where he meets the first major influence of
his adult life; his philosophy professor, Dr. Bloom. From him he learns a new word; entelechy, a Greek term
that signifies the potential versus the actual. It is a concept he often ponders. Prior to entering U.C. Berkeley,
he allows himself to be sucked into a seemingly never-ending cycle of menial jobs having absolutely nothing
to do with music. Having failed at selling such things as vacuum cleaners and encyclopedias, he goes to
work at Dave's Coffee Shop; the kind of place that's very popular with bikers and other dregs of society. The
owner of Dave's is a very eccentric man named Wally. Not much is known about Wally except that he is a
strikingly paranoid, private and impervious. His motto, never trust anyone, unfortunately, never quite catches
on with Nat, who has to learn his lessons the hard way. While working at a boiler room, he becomes friends
with a Jewish man from Brooklyn named Phil. Next to Dr. Bloom, Phil is the smartest man Nat's ever
known. Mainly educated in the streets, Phil is sagacious and crafty. He is a salesman by trade, but not a very
good one at that. He is also a workaholic with a lot of personal troubles that he refuses to talk about. He
moves in with Nat in order to get away from his nagging girlfriend; a woman who is also his second cousin.
His main interest in life is Beethoven, whom he practically worships. Phil becomes a father-like figure to Nat
and his influence has a profound effect on him. Ultimately, he gets lucky and is hired as a high school music
director; i.e., the school's band teacher. Teaching music at a public school was never one of his ambitions,
but at least it was a start and paid the bills. As a music teacher, he becomes very involved with his students.
One of his students, a highly talented and sophisticated Italian girl from France, develops a fatal crush on
him that forever changes the course of his life. Nat is a young man who bears a slight resemblance to the
great baritone Dietrich Fischer-Dieskau. He is impecunious and is constantly seeking affection from pretty
girls, which eventually leads to trouble-- big trouble. In order to turn his upside-down world back on its feet
again, he must muster all of courage and stamina within his own being. Otherwise, he will have to live out
the rest of his life in shame and persecution. To complicate matters, he is also plagued by an addiction to
drugs and alcohol. He is far too cynical to seek rehab except from within himself. Instead, he is determined
to deal with this monkey on his back on his own terms. The novel ends in a strange twist of fate and Nat and
the reader sees Nat like a man falling without a parachute. His story is accurately recalled from a series of
diaries that he kept throughout his life and encouraged by the one woman who made life meaningful for him.
It ends in a way that is, perhaps, more profound than you will find in any piece of existentialistic literature.
This is an unforgettable book that you will want to read more than once.
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From reader reviews:

Barbara Kimmel:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Yep, you can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to
take a walk, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or even read a book eligible Life Ain't Kind?
Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You realize beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's
book, you can better than before. Do you agree with its opinion or you have different opinion?

Jeremy Bedford:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive currently, people
have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and
notice simply by surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated this for a while is
reading. Sure, by reading a reserve your ability to survive improve then having chance to stay than other is
high. For you who want to start reading a book, we give you this kind of Life Ain't Kind book as beginner
and daily reading book. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Charles Smith:

Why? Because this Life Ain't Kind is an unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to
snap it but latter it will distress you with the secret this inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic
author who else write the book in such amazing way makes the content inside easier to understand,
entertaining means but still convey the meaning entirely. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating
having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This phenomenal book will give you a lot of rewards than the
other book include such as help improving your skill and your critical thinking approach. So , still want to
hesitate having that book? If I have been you I will go to the guide store hurriedly.

William Holmes:

Beside this specific Life Ain't Kind in your phone, it could give you a way to get more close to the new
knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you can got here is fresh from oven so don't
possibly be worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow commune. It is good thing to have Life Ain't
Kind because this book offers for your requirements readable information. Do you sometimes have book but
you seldom get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this in the hand.
The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want
to miss the item? Find this book as well as read it from now!
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