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Poet, actor, playwright, surrealist, drug addict, asylum inmate—Antonin Artaud (1896—1949) is one of the
twentieth century’ s most enigmatic personalities and idiosyncratic thinkers. In this biography, David A.
Shafer takes readers on a voyage through Artaud’ s life, which he spent amid the company of France’s most
influential cultural figures, even as he stood apart from them.

Shafer casts Artaud as a person with tenacious values. Even though Artaud was born in the material comfort
of abourgeois family from Marseille, he uncompromisingly rejected bourgeois values and horms. Becoming
famous as an actor, director, and author, he would use his position to challenge contemporary assumptions
about the superiority of the West, the function of speech, the purpose of culture, and the individual’ s agency
over hisor her body. In this way—as Shafer points out—Artaud embodied the revolutionary spirit of France.
And as Shafer shows, although Artaud was immensely productive, he struggled profoundly with his creative
process, hindered by narcotics addiction, increasing paranoia, and an overwhelming sense of alienation.
Situating Artaud’ s contributions within the frenzy of hislife and that of the twentieth century at large, this
book is a compelling and fresh biography that pays tribute to its subject’ s lasting cultural reverberations.
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From reader reviews:
Meéelanie Tuck:

What do you consider book? It isjust for students as they are still students or it for all people in the world,
the actual best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that query above. Every person has
several personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they don't
need do that. Y ou must know how grest in addition to important the book Antonin Artaud (Critical Lives).
All type of book could you see on many sources. Y ou can look for the internet sources or other social media.

Joshua Allen:

The ability that you get from Antonin Artaud (Critical Lives) isthe more deep you searching the information
that hide inside words the more you get thinking about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to
comprehend but Antonin Artaud (Critical Lives) giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The article author
conveys their point in specific way that can be understood by simply anyone who read the idea because the
author of this publication is well-known enough. This particular book also makes your current vocabulary
increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are
available. We propose you for having that Antonin Artaud (Critical Lives) instantly.

Tyler Woodley:

Spent afree time and energy to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their free time with their family,
or their own friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, planning to beach, or picnic inside
park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to fill your
own personal free time/ holiday? May be reading abook is usually option to fill your no cost time/ holiday.
The first thing you ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to attempt look for
book, may be the reserve untitled Antonin Artaud (Critical Lives) can be fine book to read. May be it may be
best activity to you.

Darrin Russall:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This book Antonin Artaud (Critical Lives) was bright colored and of
course has pictures on there. As we know that book Antonin Artaud (Critical Lives) has many kinds or
category. Start from kids until teens. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and believe you
are the character on there. Therefore not at al of book tend to be make you bored, any it can make you feel
happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book in your case and try to like reading that will.
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