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*Includes pictures * Includes accounts of the truce written by soldiers * Includes online resources and a
bibliography for further reading * Includes a table of contents “It was absolutely astounding, and if | had seen
it on acinematograph film | should have sworn that it was faked!” - Captain Sir Edward Hulse of the Scots
Guards on the Christmas Truce (Groom, 2002, 85). On Christmas Day 1914, amid the bloodily stalemated
trenches of Flanders just five months into World War |, a memorable event dubbed the Christmas Truce
occurred. In place of the rattle of gunfire and the crash of bursting artillery shells, familiar German and
English Christmas carols floated through the frosty air. In a number of sectors, officers and men on both
sides emerged from their trenches to mingle, exchange Y uletide greetings, give one another small gifts and
mementos, and discuss the fighting as language allowed. The Truce aso provided practical advantagesin
addition to the emotional and perhaps spiritual relief of a pleasant, peaceful day after months of brutal
combat. Many men took advantage of the temporary ceasefire to improve their trenches and dugouts, while
others brought up firewood and suppliesin large quantities, since the “armistice” enabled carrying these
items openly rather than crawling through the mud under fire with only small amounts of necessities.
Officers organized burial details to inter the numerous corpsesin No-Man's Land, which typically returned
identity papers and personal effects of enemy soldiersto their comrades but tended to retain weapons. These
burials served both a humanitarian purpose and a so freed the living soldiers from the stench and sight of
putrid corpses, some of which had lain in the 60 yards between the lines for two months. The Christmas
Truce lasted patchily for several days. The reaction of the soldiers to this extraordinary period of ceasefire
and fraternization varied. Some, such as then-corporal Adolf Hitler, who distinguished himself shortly before
the Truce by dragging awounded officer to safety under heavy fire, expressed disgust at mingling with the
enemy, even in the Y uletide tradition. Others entered into the occasion's spirit wholeheartedly, even
discussing a permanent peace. Another sizable group welcomed the occasion for aday or two's respite and
holiday enjoyment, yet remained keen, refusing to relax their martial impulses or their fierce determination
to win. One British soldier, Bruce Bairnsfather, encapsulated this viewpoint forcefully in his wartime
memoirs. “ There was not an atom of hate on either side that day; and yet, on our side, not for a moment was
the will to war and the will to beat them relaxed. It was just like the interval between the roundsin afriendly
boxing match.” (Bairnsfather, 1916, 92). Either intellectually or instinctively, some of the German soldiers
realized their side lost the war as soon as the first trench line snaked across the sodden earth of Flanders.
Many others remained confident of victory, asked the British how long they planned to continue their futile
resistance, and also viewed the Truce as awelcome, but temporary, respite from fighting. The Germans
initiated the Christmas Truce and managed to extend it for several days despite repeated British messages
that it ended along with the holiday. The Christmas Truce of 1914: The History of the Holiday Ceasefire
during World War | looks at the famous unofficial truce that took place during the first year of the war.
Along with pictures of important people, places, and events, you will learn about the Christmas Truce like
never before, innotime at all.
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From reader reviews:
Timothy Parker:

Now aday individuals who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by connect to the internet
and the resources inside it can be true or not require people to be aware of each details they get. How many
people to be smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the reply isreading abook. Reading a
book can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information mainly this The Christmas Truce of 1914: The
History of the Holiday Ceasefire during World War | book as this book offers you rich information and
knowledge. Of course the details in this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it as you
know.

Rosemary Robinson:

The guide untitled The Christmas Truce of 1914: The History of the Holiday Ceasefire during World War |
is the reserve that recommended to you to learn. Y ou can see the quality of the e-book content that will be
shown to you. The language that writer use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article
author was did alot of investigation when write the book, so the information that they share to you
personally is absolutely accurate. Y ou also might get the e-book of The Christmas Truce of 1914: The
History of the Holiday Ceasefire during World War | from the publisher to make you considerably more
enjoy freetime.

Alice Concannon:

The book untitled The Christmas Truce of 1914: The History of the Holiday Ceasefire during World War |
contain alot of information on the item. The writer explains the woman idea with easy means. The language
isvery simple to implement all the people, so do certainly not worry, you can easy to read it. The book was
authored by famous author. The author brings you in the new period of literary works. Y ou can easily read
this book because you can read more your smart phone, or program, so you can read the book inside
anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can open up their official web-site along with
order it. Have a nice examine.

Mary Linkous:

Reserve is one of source of know-how. We can add our information from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen have to have book to know the change information of year to help year. Aswe know those
ebooks have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the world. By
book The Christmas Truce of 1914: The History of the Holiday Ceasefire during World War | we can have
more advantage. Don't that you be creative people? To become creative person must like to read a book.
Only choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life with that book
The Christmas Truce of 1914: The History of the Holiday Ceasefire during World War 1. Y ou can more
inviting than now.
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