
Race, Trauma, and Home in the Novels of Toni
Morrison (Southern Literary Studies)

Evelyn Jaffe Schreiber

Click here if your download doesn"t start automatically

http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=0807136492
http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=0807136492
http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=0807136492


Race, Trauma, and Home in the Novels of Toni Morrison
(Southern Literary Studies)

Evelyn Jaffe Schreiber

Race, Trauma, and Home in the Novels of Toni Morrison (Southern Literary Studies) Evelyn Jaffe
Schreiber

In this first interdisciplinary study of all nine of Nobel Laureate Toni Morrison's novels, Evelyn Jaffe
Schreiber investigates how the communal and personal trauma of slavery embedded in the bodies and minds
of its victims lives on through successive generations of African Americans. Approaching trauma from
several cutting-edge theoretical perspectives -- psychoanalytic, neurobiological, and cultural and social
theories -- Schreiber analyzes the lasting effects of slavery as depicted in Morrison's work and considers the
almost insurmountable task of recovering from trauma to gain subjectivity.

With an innovative application of neuroscience to literary criticism, Schreiber explains how trauma, whether
initiated by physical abuse, dehumanization, discrimination, exclusion, or abandonment, becomes embedded
in both psychic and bodily circuits. Slavery and its legacy of cultural rejection create trauma on individual,
familial, and community levels, and parents unwittingly transmit their trauma to their children through
repetition of their bodily stored experiences. Concepts of "home" -- whether a physical place, community, or
relationship -- are reconstructed through memory to provide a positive self and serve as a healing space for
Morrison's characters. Remembering and retelling trauma within a supportive community enables trauma
victims to move forward and attain a meaningful subjectivity and selfhood.

Through careful analysis of each novel, Schreiber traces the success or failure of Morrison's characters to
build or rebuild a cohesive self, starting with slavery and the initial postslavery generation, and continuing
through the twentieth century, with a special focus on the effects of inherited trauma on children. When
characters attempt to escape trauma through physical relocation, or to project their pain onto others through
aggressive behavior or scapegoating, the development of selfhood falters. Only when trauma is confronted
through verbalization and challenged with reparative images of home, can memories of a positive self
overcome the pain of past experiences and cultural rejection.

While the cultural trauma of slavery can never truly disappear, Schreiber argues that memories that
reconstruct a positive self, whether created by people, relationships, a physical place, or a concept, help
Morrison's characters to establish subjectivity. A groundbreaking interdisciplinary work, Schreiber's book
unites psychoanalytic, neurobiological, and social theories into a full and richly textured analysis of trauma
and the possibility of healing in Morrison's novels.
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From reader reviews:

Steven Page:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by connect with the internet
and the resources included can be true or not call for people to be aware of each details they get. How a lot
more to be smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Reading
a book can help folks out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Race, Trauma, and Home in the
Novels of Toni Morrison (Southern Literary Studies) book since this book offers you rich information and
knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it you may
already know.

Elizabeth Webster:

Race, Trauma, and Home in the Novels of Toni Morrison (Southern Literary Studies) can be one of your
nice books that are good idea. We all recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary
that can increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless
delivering the information. The writer giving his/her effort to get every word into pleasure arrangement in
writing Race, Trauma, and Home in the Novels of Toni Morrison (Southern Literary Studies) but doesn't
forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be
certainly one of it. This great information can drawn you into brand new stage of crucial pondering.

Jennifer Day:

As a university student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the
library as well as to make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just very little students that has
reading's heart or real their pastime. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go
to at this time there but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring
along with can't see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important to suit
your needs. As we know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise
word says, ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this Race, Trauma, and Home in the Novels of Toni
Morrison (Southern Literary Studies) can make you truly feel more interested to read.

Clara Williams:

E-book is one of source of knowledge. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen require book to know the up-date information of year to help year. As we know those
textbooks have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world.
From the book Race, Trauma, and Home in the Novels of Toni Morrison (Southern Literary Studies) we can
take more advantage. Don't one to be creative people? Being creative person must like to read a book. Just
choose the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life at this book Race,
Trauma, and Home in the Novels of Toni Morrison (Southern Literary Studies). You can more attractive



than now.
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