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At the end of the century, much criticism has become devoted to `last things': the end of history, the end of
the subject, the end of the novel, the end, even, of the end. Literature and the Contemporary, in contrast,
aims to provide through twelve essays evidence of the way in which the literature of the 1990s is constantly
engaging in questions of memory and history and the representation of time in the present day.

The essays in the book survey theories of temporality from various cultural and philosophical standpoints,
and represent critics writing from feminist, postcolonial and `queer' perspectives discussing literature in `our
time'. The collection addresses such central issues as the politics of memory, colonial legacies, women's
time, racial and sexual identities in the 1990s, and covers a wide range of contemporary authors, works and
issues, some of which are treated for the first time. Among the contemporary works discussed are the prize-
winning books Graham Swift's Last Orders, Anne Michaels' Fugitive Pieces, and Jane Smiley's A Thousand
Acres.

While discussing some of the most significant novels of the 1990s, this collection also offers a diverse yet
cohesive critique of the millennial leanings of much `postmodernist' criticism, which it argues should be
replaced by more variously nuanced engagements with literature and the contemporary.
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From reader reviews:

Justin Fernandez:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be revise about what going on or details even
knowledge to make these individuals keep up with the era which can be always change and move ahead.
Some of you maybe can update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the
problems coming to a person is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Literature and The
Contemporary: Fictions and Theories of the Present (Longman Studies In Twentieth Century Literature) is
our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and
need in this era.

Carman Robertson:

Now a day folks who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each facts they get. How a lot more to be
smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Examining a book
can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information especially this Literature and The
Contemporary: Fictions and Theories of the Present (Longman Studies In Twentieth Century Literature)
book because book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the data in this book hundred pct
guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Aaron Blue:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind skill or
thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book than can satisfy your
short period of time to read it because this time you only find guide that need more time to be study.
Literature and The Contemporary: Fictions and Theories of the Present (Longman Studies In Twentieth
Century Literature) can be your answer as it can be read by a person who have those short spare time
problems.

Sally Canady:

As a university student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the
library as well as to make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just minor students that has
reading's spirit or real their hobby. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to the library. They go to
there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring in addition
to can't see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for yourself.
As we know that on this time, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore this Literature and The Contemporary: Fictions and Theories of the Present
(Longman Studies In Twentieth Century Literature) can make you truly feel more interested to read.
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