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Jews have played an integral role in the history of obscenity in America. For most of the 20th century,
Jewish entrepreneurs and editors led the charge against obscenity laws. Jewish lawyers battled literary
censorship even when their non-Jewish counterparts refused to do so, and they won court decisions in favor
of texts including Ulysses, A Howl, Lady Chatterley’s Lover, and Tropic of Cancer. Jewish literary critics
have provided some of the most influential courtroom testimony on behalf of freedom of expression.

  

The anti-Semitic stereotype of the lascivious Jew has made many historians hesitant to draw a direct link
between Jewishness and obscenity. In Unclean Lips, Josh Lambert addresses the Jewishness of participants
in obscenity controversies in the U.S. directly, exploring the transformative roles played by a host of
neglected figures in the development of modern and postmodern American culture.

 

The diversity of American Jewry means that there is no single explanation for Jews' interventions in this
field. Rejecting generalizations, this bookoffers case studies that pair cultural histories with close readings of
both contested texts and trial transcripts to reveal the ways in which specific engagements with obscenity
mattered to particular American Jews at discrete historical moments.

 

Reading American culture from Theodore Dreiser and Henry Miller to Curb Your Enthusiasm and FCC v.
Fox, Unclean Lips analyzes the variable historical and cultural factors that account for the central role Jews
have played in the struggles over obscenity and censorship in the modern United States.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Deemer:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to learn everything in the world. Each book has different aim as well as goal; it means that guide
has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They are really reading
whatever they consider because their hobby will be reading a book. What about the person who don't like
reading a book? Sometime, man feel need book when they found difficult problem as well as exercise. Well,
probably you'll have this Unclean Lips: Obscenity, Jews, and American Culture (Goldstein-Goren Series in
American Jewish History).

Harry Branham:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Sure, you can
choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a walk,
shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or maybe read a book called Unclean Lips: Obscenity,
Jews, and American Culture (Goldstein-Goren Series in American Jewish History)? Maybe it is to become
best activity for you. You know beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can wiser
than before. Do you agree with its opinion or you have various other opinion?

Michael Mitchell:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading habit
give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the
book which improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of guide you
read, if you want get more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want really feel happy read
one along with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The Unclean Lips: Obscenity, Jews, and
American Culture (Goldstein-Goren Series in American Jewish History) is kind of book which is giving the
reader unstable experience.

Katherine Holt:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book
store? Attempt to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't assess book by its protect may
doesn't work this is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in
the outside appear likes. Maybe you answer might be Unclean Lips: Obscenity, Jews, and American Culture
(Goldstein-Goren Series in American Jewish History) why because the wonderful cover that make you
consider concerning the content will not disappoint a person. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as
the outside or maybe cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly show you to pick up this book.
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