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The congregants thanked God that they weren’t like all those hopeless people outside the church, bound for
hell. So the Westboro Baptist Church’s Sunday service began, and Rebecca Barrett-Fox, a curious observer,
wondered why anyone would seek spiritual sustenance through other people’s damnation. It is a question
that piques many a witness to Westboro’s more visible activity—the “GOD HATES FAGS” picketing of
funerals. In God Hates, sociologist Barrett-Fox takes us behind the scenes of Topeka’s Westboro Baptist
Church. The first full ethnography of this infamous presence on America’s Religious Right, her book situates
the church’s story in the context of American religious history—and reveals as much about the uneasy state
of Christian practice in our day as it does about the workings of the Westboro Church and Fred Phelps, its
founder.

God Hates traces WBC’s theological beliefs to a brand of hyper-Calvinist thought reaching back to the
Puritans—an extreme Calvinism, emphasizing predestination, that has proven as off-putting as Westboro’s
actions, even for other Baptists. And yet, in examining Westboro’s role in conservative politics and its
contentious relationship with other fundamentalist activist groups, Barrett-Fox reveals how the church’s
message of national doom in fact reflects beliefs at the core of much of the Religious Right’s rhetoric.
Westboro’s aggressively offensive public activities actually serve to soften the anti-gay theology of more
mainstream conservative religious activism. With an eye to the church’s protest at military funerals, she also
considers why the public has responded so differently to these than to Westboro's anti-LGBT picketing.

With its history of Westboro Baptist Church and its founder, and its profiles of defectors, this book offers a
complex, close-up view of a phenomenon on the fringes of American Christianity—and a broader, disturbing
view of the mainstream theology it at once masks and reflects.
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From reader reviews:

Clara Lee:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yes, you
can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a wander,
shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book entitled God Hates: Westboro
Baptist Church, American Nationalism, and the Religious Right? Maybe it is for being best activity for you.
You realize beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you
agree with it is opinion or you have other opinion?

Lorraine Briggs:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you
want something to explain what you problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy individual? If you
don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you
have free time? What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They need to answer that question
due to the fact just their can do this. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is
correct. Because start from on pre-school until university need this God Hates: Westboro Baptist Church,
American Nationalism, and the Religious Right to read.

Patrick Vanmeter:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the title God Hates:
Westboro Baptist Church, American Nationalism, and the Religious Right suitable to you? The book was
written by well known writer in this era. The actual book untitled God Hates: Westboro Baptist Church,
American Nationalism, and the Religious Rightis the main one of several books that will everyone read now.
This book was inspired many men and women in the world. When you read this book you will enter the new
dimension that you ever know before. The author explained their concept in the simple way, therefore all of
people can easily to know the core of this e-book. This book will give you a lot of information about this
world now. So you can see the represented of the world with this book.

Vincent Newton:

The reserve untitled God Hates: Westboro Baptist Church, American Nationalism, and the Religious Right is
the e-book that recommended to you to learn. You can see the quality of the guide content that will be shown
to a person. The language that article author use to explained their way of doing something is easily to
understand. The author was did a lot of study when write the book, and so the information that they share for
your requirements is absolutely accurate. You also might get the e-book of God Hates: Westboro Baptist
Church, American Nationalism, and the Religious Right from the publisher to make you considerably more
enjoy free time.
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