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In this work the distinguished religious historian Georges Dumézil considers how the early mythology of a
people can be creatively transposed into the epic of their origin or the "history" of their kings, or the source
of their fiction. The Saga of Hadingus, written by a twelfth-century Danish "historian," Saxo-Grammaticus,
provides an extraordinarily interesting instance of this kind of transposition. By comparing this work to a
myth as it was handed down to Saxo, Professor Dumézil demonstrates how the saga can be seen as a literary
structure derived from the religious structure of the myth.

As Professor Dumézil and others have shown, some Indo-European peoples, after their conversion to
Christianity, have reordered an earlier mythology to constitute the epic of their origins. For instance, Celtic
mythology became history in one case and a source of fiction in another; and from the two texts, Welsh and
Irish, by comparison one can reconstruct the original myth.

The Scandinavian nations provide a unique case, for here the pre-Christian texts are still read and have
preserved much of the area's mythology in its original form. In addition, we have the work of Saxo and other
known writers who composed and signed human transpositions of this mythology purporting to be history.
This permits Professor Dumézil to make observations of a rare kind, for knowing something of the author's
personality facilitates an understanding of the process of transposition itself.

Professor Dumézil shows how Saxo began by wanting only to tell the story of Denmark and its rulers as
nobly as he could—and then later on to extend that narrative back in time. This led him to the only extant
Scandinavian literature—that centered on Iceland—that he reordered and reinterpreted to the greater glory of
Denmark.

In order to provide a content for the reign of the third king of the Danish Skoldunger dynasty, Hadingus,
Saxo simply reworked a Scandinavian account of the career of the god Njördr. In this light
Professor Dumézil reads The Saga of Hadingus as a fascinating substitution of a psychological and
completely personal narrative for a story of purely social value.

This book contains six appendixes including two that consider the relationship between myth and folklore.
They complement Professor Dumézil's careful exegeses and imaginative scholarship to make this the most
important, specialized work on Scandinavian mythology available in English.
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From reader reviews:

John Espitia:

What do you think about book? It is just for students since they're still students or that for all people in the
world, the particular best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that query above. Every
person has different personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that
they don't want do that. You must know how great and important the book From Myth to Fiction: The Saga
of Hadingus. All type of book are you able to see on many methods. You can look for the internet resources
or other social media.

Wilma Shay:

The experience that you get from From Myth to Fiction: The Saga of Hadingus could be the more deep you
looking the information that hide inside the words the more you get serious about reading it. It doesn't mean
that this book is hard to comprehend but From Myth to Fiction: The Saga of Hadingus giving you joy feeling
of reading. The writer conveys their point in selected way that can be understood by anyone who read it
because the author of this reserve is well-known enough. This book also makes your personal vocabulary
increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are
available. We suggest you for having this From Myth to Fiction: The Saga of Hadingus instantly.

Gretchen Meehan:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, quick story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not trying From Myth to Fiction: The Saga of
Hadingus that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied by simply reading this book. Reading
practice all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world considerably better then
how they react toward the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky man
or woman but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for every you who want to start
studying as your good habit, you can pick From Myth to Fiction: The Saga of Hadingus become your
personal starter.

Sarah McClain:

Beside this specific From Myth to Fiction: The Saga of Hadingus in your phone, it might give you a way to
get nearer to the new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you will got here is fresh
from your oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow village. It is good
thing to have From Myth to Fiction: The Saga of Hadingus because this book offers to your account readable
information. Do you oftentimes have book but you would not get what it's interesting features of. Oh come
on, that will not happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be
questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss the idea? Find this
book in addition to read it from now!
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