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In recent years, Sufism has become all but synonymous with the mystic poetry of Jal?l al-D?n R?m? (d.
1273) and the ritual "whirling" of dervishes from Turkey. This branch of Islam does, however, have a long,
complex history, and spiritual retreat was only one aspect of its significance. In medieval Anatolia, Cities
and Saints contends, Sufis made alliances that gave dervish lodges powers so vast that they were able to alter
the layout of cities and serve as the means of forging new social bonds.

Through close examination of the design and function of medieval Sufi buildings in several Anatolian cities,
Ethel Sara Wolper shows that dervish lodges became sites where a new ruling elite promoted the cult of Sufi
saints. Wolper's discussion, enriched by the use of a wide range of primary sources, goes on to chart the role
Sufis and their patrons played in the establishment of a new urban order anchored in dervish lodges built
near city gates, markets, and along major thoroughfares.

Highly original, Cities and Saints unites architectural history with the study of urban space and the spread of
Islam. It will be an important reference for students of community formation in the Middle East as well as
historians of art, architecture, and religion.
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From reader reviews:

Hannelore Evans:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add
your knowledge by the publication entitled Cities and Saints: Sufism and the Transformation of Urban Space
in Medieval Anatolia. Try to the actual book Cities and Saints: Sufism and the Transformation of Urban
Space in Medieval Anatolia as your buddy. It means that it can to get your friend when you experience alone
and beside that of course make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The book
makes you a lot more confidence because you can know every little thing by the book. So , let us make new
experience along with knowledge with this book.

Louise Reyes:

What do you think of book? It is just for students since they are still students or it for all people in the world,
the actual best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that query above. Every person has various
personality and hobby per other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they don't wish do that. You
must know how great in addition to important the book Cities and Saints: Sufism and the Transformation of
Urban Space in Medieval Anatolia. All type of book are you able to see on many options. You can look for
the internet methods or other social media.

Lisa Langlais:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information currently can get by anyone at
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even a concern. What people must be
consider if those information which is inside the former life are challenging to be find than now's taking
seriously which one is appropriate to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you have
the unstable resource then you obtain it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All
of those possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take Cities and Saints: Sufism and the
Transformation of Urban Space in Medieval Anatolia as the daily resource information.

Margaret James:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Aim
to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't evaluate book by its include may doesn't work this
is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside appearance
likes. Maybe you answer could be Cities and Saints: Sufism and the Transformation of Urban Space in
Medieval Anatolia why because the great cover that make you consider concerning the content will not
disappoint you. The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading sixth
sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.
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