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During the twentieth century, the U.S. Naval Academy evolved from a racist institution to one that ranked
equal opportunity among its fundamental tenets. This transformation was not without its social cost,
however, and black midshipmen bore the brunt of it.

Blue & Gold and Black is the history of integration of African Americans into the Naval Academy. The book
examines how civil rights advocates’ demands for equal opportunity shaped the Naval Academy’s evolution.
Author Robert J. Schneller Jr. analyzes how changes in the Academy’s policies and culture affected the lives
of black midshipmen, as well as how black midshipmen effected change in the Academy’s policies and
culture.

Most institutional history is written from the top down, while most social history is written from the bottom
up. Based on the documentary record as well as on the memories of hundreds of midshipmen and naval
officers, Blue & Gold and Black includes both perspectives. By examining both the institution and the
individual, a much more accurate picture emerges of how racial integration occurred at the Naval Academy.

Schneller takes a biographical approach to social history. Through written correspondence, responses to
questionnaires, memoirs, and oral histories, African American midshipmen recount their experiences in their
own words. Rather than setting adrift their humanity and individuality in oceans of statistics, Schneller uses
their first-hand recollections to provide insights into the Academy’s culture that cannot be gained from
official records. Covering the Jim Crow era, the civil rights movement, and the empowerment of African
Americans from the late 1960s through the end of the twentieth century, Blue & Gold and Black traces the
transformation of an institution that produces men and women who lead not only the Navy, but also the
nation.
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From reader reviews:

Kathleen Owens:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be update about what going on or facts even
knowledge to make these individuals keep up with the era which is always change and move forward. Some
of you maybe can update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for you personally but the
problems coming to you is you don't know which you should start with. This Blue & Gold and Black: Racial
Integration of the U.S. Naval Academy (Williams-Ford Texas A&M University Military History Series) is
our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and need in
this era.

Tony Hill:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world can share their
idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their particular reader with their story
as well as their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the books. But also they write about the data
about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your children,
there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors in this world always try to improve their skill in
writing, they also doing some investigation before they write for their book. One of them is this Blue & Gold
and Black: Racial Integration of the U.S. Naval Academy (Williams-Ford Texas A&M University Military
History Series).

Ardith Bobo:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Aim to
pick one book that you find out the inside because don't evaluate book by its deal with may doesn't work here
is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the outside appearance
likes. Maybe you answer could be Blue & Gold and Black: Racial Integration of the U.S. Naval Academy
(Williams-Ford Texas A&M University Military History Series) why because the amazing cover that make
you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or content is usually fantastic
as the outside or cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.

Martha Fincher:

You can find this Blue & Gold and Black: Racial Integration of the U.S. Naval Academy (Williams-Ford
Texas A&M University Military History Series) by go to the bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or
reviewing it could to be your solve challenge if you get difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of this
publication are various. Not only through written or printed but also can you enjoy this book by simply e-
book. In the modern era just like now, you just looking because of your mobile phone and searching what
your problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more information about your reserve. It is most



important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still change. Let's try to choose suitable
ways for you.
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