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The years 1820 to 1845 saw immense changes to the United States, which this
volume of eye-witness accounts brings to life. You’ll read William H Seward on
the building of the Erie Canal, accounts of the first American locomotive, an
early steamboat journey, and Samuel Morse describing the invention of the
telegraph – all developments which spurred the expansion of the nation. It was a
turbulent time politically. You’ll compare the differing opinions of Andrew
Jackson and John C Calhoun. The abolition of slavery was a major issue, and
you’ll learn much from the words of Frederick Douglass, Horace Greeley and
William Lloyd Garrison – and Dr Dew's defense of the practice. Then there’s Sac
indian chief Black Hawk's own account of his war of 1832; and Charles Dickens’s
memorable record of his visit to the USA. There’s Sam Houston on the Battle of
San Jacinto, and gripping accounts of the fall of the Alamo, the annexation of
Texas, and the Creek and Seminole wars – all compulsive reading.

Introduction To The Series

"After you've heard two eyewitness accounts of an auto accident, you begin to
worry about history." This observation, attributed to the comedian Henny
Youngman, summarizes the dilemma you face when you want to find out what really
happened in the past. When you read a history book, the "facts" are actually the
author's own interpretation, often colored by a conscious or unconscious wish to
have you share a particular point of view. You're one step (or many steps)
removed from the original source material.

That's why the Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United States compiled this 12-
volume collection of writings of people who actually witnessed the key events in
American history - the actual actors in the events or contemporary observers of
them. Past historians have spent decades locating, studying and consulting vast
amounts of material such as this. This meticulously chosen selection brings you
the essence of history as originally recorded by those who participated in it.

You'll be reading mostly eye-witness accounts, by people contemporary with the
events they describe, including many significant historical figures themselves.
So you can make your own assessments, draw your own conclusions and gain an
understanding of past events undistorted by the prejudices, assumptions and
selectivity of professional historians. In some instances where there aren't
reliable or easily accessible eye-witness accounts, the compilers have chosen
extracts from objective, authoritative historians of past generations such as



Francis Parkman whose judgements have stood the test of time. Through these
accounts, your knowledge of American history will be immeasurably greater, your
understanding of the key events in the building of the nation immensely
increased.

Founded in 1899, the Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United States (VFW) is a
nonprofit organization dedicated to foster camaderie among United States
veterans of overseas conflicts, from the Spanish-American War to Iraq and
Afghanistan, and to ensure that they receive due respect and entitlements for
the sacrifices they and their loved ones have made on behalf of the nation. With
this mission, the VFW has a natural desire to encourage a broad understanding
and appreciation of American history, and this essential collection of
historical documents makes a huge contribution to that aim.

This reissue was scanned, formatted and converted to e-book format by
Library4Science.com with the permission and encouragement of the VFW, to make
the series more accessible to a wider public. The VFW receives 50% of all
royalty revenue from these e-books. This book is about 300 print pages long.
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From reader reviews:

David Patton:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also get a life style. This reading routine give you lot of
advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside the book
which improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of guide you
read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want sense happy read one
having theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The particular America: The Developing Nation
(America, Great Crises In Our History Told by its Makers Book 6) is kind of publication which is giving the
reader erratic experience.

Katrina Scofield:

The book America: The Developing Nation (America, Great Crises In Our History Told by its Makers Book
6) has a lot info on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of help. The book was authored by
the very famous author. This articles author makes some research previous to write this book. That book very
easy to read you can obtain the point easily after reading this article book.

Kevin Caputo:

On this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability to do something more are more treasured
than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What you need to do is just
spending your time almost no but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. One of the books in the top
listing in your reading list is usually America: The Developing Nation (America, Great Crises In Our History
Told by its Makers Book 6). This book that is certainly qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you
closer in turning out to be precious person. By looking upwards and review this publication you can get
many advantages.

Paul Avila:

A lot of book has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by web on social media. You can
choose the very best book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is named of
book America: The Developing Nation (America, Great Crises In Our History Told by its Makers Book 6).
Contain your knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the printed book, it could add your knowledge and
make you actually happier to read. It is most critical that, you must aware about e-book. It can bring you
from one destination to other place.
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