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"Lovers of haiku will rejoice at the arrival of this book, the first complete translation of the collected haiku of
Yosa Buson...rendered into English with obvious care and devotion...Through Buson we realize what haiku
is best at expressing—this moment's experience, bare facts, simple observations, elegant statements of 'thus-
ness.'"—Inquiring Mind

“Having W.S. Merwin and Takako Lento as co-translators of this book is close to ideal, and this is the best
English translation of haiku that has ever been published. Their English translations are accurate and poetic
and there is nothing better for introducing this great poet.”—Donald Keene, Anahorish Japanese Literature

"For a translator to be faithful and readable, as Mr. Merwin always is, is no small achievement."—The New
York Times

"From Latin to Russian to Japanese, translator [W.S. Merwin]'s oeuvre suggests an intrepid quality as well as
a scrutinizing sympathy."—Boston Review

This is the first complete bilingual (Japanese/English) translation of the Buson Kushu, a comprehensive
collection of the haiku of Yosa Buson (1716–83). Buson's haiku brim with paradox: they are bawdy yet
delicate, sparse yet powerful. W.S. Merwin and Takako Lento worked for a decade to co-translate these
poems into English-language versions as luminous as the original Japanese. An essential volume of world
literature.

"187"

keisei wa
nochi no yo kakete
hanami kana

Courtesans come out
to see the cherry blossoms
as though they were betting on their next life

Yosa Buson (1716–1783) was one of the great poets of Japan's Edo period. His work is technically adroit
and finely attuned to visual details. A true maverick of interdisciplinary arts, Buson was also founder of the
haiga—a small watercolor or black-and-white painting bordered by a haiku.

W.S. Merwin was US Poet Laureate from 2010–11 and won his second Pulitzer Prize for The Shadow of
Sirius (Copper Canyon Press, 2009) and the National Book Award for Migration: New and Selected Poems
(Copper Canyon Press, 2005). He lives in Hawaii and France.

Co-translator Takako Lento holds an MFA in poetry and translation from the Iowa Writers' Workshop.
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From reader reviews:

Christine McClellan:

Book is definitely written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can learn everything you want by a
reserve. Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important point to bring us around the
world. Next to that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A e-book Collected Haiku of Yosa Buson
will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you can know about anything.
But some of you think that open or reading any book make you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they
can be thought like that? Have you looking for best book or acceptable book with you?

Patrice Gasaway:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading
practice give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the actual
information inside the book which improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on
what kind of publication you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with education books but if you
want truly feel happy read one along with theme for entertaining including comic or novel. Typically the
Collected Haiku of Yosa Buson is kind of publication which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Clark Palumbo:

Beside this Collected Haiku of Yosa Buson in your phone, it could possibly give you a way to get nearer to
the new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you may got here is fresh from your oven
so don't always be worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow commune. It is good thing to have
Collected Haiku of Yosa Buson because this book offers to you personally readable information. Do you
sometimes have book but you rarely get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that wil happen if you
have this in the hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful
island. Use you still want to miss this? Find this book and read it from today!

Karen Ofarrell:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This particular book Collected Haiku of Yosa Buson was bright
colored and of course has pictures around. As we know that book Collected Haiku of Yosa Buson has many
kinds or style. Start from kids until adolescents. For example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and
think you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book are make you bored, any it makes you feel
happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book for you personally and try to like reading in which.
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