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The Polish Revolution cast off the Russian hegemony that had kept the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth
impotent for most of the eighteenth century. Before being overthrown by the armies of Catherine the Great,
the Four Y ears' Parliament of 1788-92 passed wide-ranging reforms, culminating in Europe's first written
constitution on 3 May 1791.

In some respects its policies towards the Catholic Church of both rites (Latin and Ruthenian) were more
radical than those of Joseph |1, and comparable to some of those adopted in the early stages of the French
Revolution. Policies included taxation of the Catholic clergy at more than double the rate of the lay nobility,
the confiscation of episcopal estates, the equalization of dioceses, and controversial concessions to
Orthodoxy. But the monastic clergy escaped almost unscathed. A method of explaining political decisionsin
arepublican polity is developed in order to show how and why the Commonwealth went to the verge of
schism with Rome in 1789-90, before drawing back. Pope Pius V1 could then bless the 'mild revolution' of 3
May 1791, which Poland's clergy and monarch presented to the nobility as a miracle of Divine Providence.
The stresses would be eclipsed by dechristianization in France, the dismemberment of the Commonwealth,
and subsequent incarnations of unity between the Catholic Church and the Polish nation.

Probing both 'high politics' and political culture’, Richard Butterwick draws on diplomatic and political
correspondence, speeches, pamphlets, sermons, pastoral |etters, proclamations, records of local assemblies,
and other sources to explore a volatile relationship between altar, throne, and nobility at the end of Europe's
Ancien Regime.
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From reader reviews:
Luz Davis:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
usto learn everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that e-book has
different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They can be
reading whatever they have because their hobby is usually reading a book. How about the person who don't
like looking at a book? Sometime, individual feel need book after they found difficult problem aswell as
exercise. Well, probably you will require this The Polish Revolution and the Catholic Church, 1788-1792: A
Political History.

William Johnson:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive now, people have
do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice by
simply surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated that for awhileis reading.
Y es, by reading a e-book your ability to survive enhance then having chance to endure than other is high. For
you personally who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this The Polish Revolution and the
Catholic Church, 1788-1792: A Palitical History book as starter and daily reading book. Why, because this
book is greater than just a book.

Florence Williams:

Now aday individuals who Living in the erawhere everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not call for people to be aware of each facts they get. How people have to be
smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Reading a book
can help people out of this uncertainty Information mainly this The Polish Revolution and the Catholic
Church, 1788-1792: A Political History book because this book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of
course the knowledge in this book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it you may aready know.

Allen Bar nett:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the subject The
Polish Revolution and the Catholic Church, 1788-1792: A Palitical History suitable to you? Typically the
book was written by well-known writer in this era. The actual book untitled The Polish Revolution and the
Catholic Church, 1788-1792: A Palitical Historyis one of several books that will everyone read now. That
book was inspired many people in the world. When you read this guide you will enter the new way of
measuring that you ever know prior to. The author explained their plan in the simple way, and so al of
people can easily to recognise the core of this book. This book will give you awide range of information
about thisworld now. In order to see the represented of the world in this particular book.
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