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Complexity, division, mistrust, and "process paralysis" can thwart leaders and others when they tackle local
challenges. In Democracy as Problem Solving, Xavier de Souza Briggs shows how civic capacity -- the
capacity to create and sustain smart collective action -- can be developed and used. In an era of sharp debate
over the conditions under which democracy can develop while broadening participation and building
community, Briggs argues that understanding and building civic capacity is crucial for strengthening
governance and changing the state of the world in the process. More than managing a contest among interest
groups or spurring deliberation to reframe issues, democracy can be what the public most desires: a recipe
for significant progress on important problems. Briggs examines efforts in six cities, in the United States,
Brazil, India, and South Africa, that face the millennial challenges of rapid urban growth, economic
restructuring, and investing in the next generation. These challenges demand the engagement of government,
business, and nongovernmental sectors. And the keys to progress include the ability to combine learning and
bargaining continuously, forge multiple forms of accountability, and find ways to leverage the capacity of
the grassroots and what Briggs terms the "grasstops," regardless of who initiates change or who participates
over time. Civic capacity, Briggs shows, can -- and must -- be developed even in places that lack traditions
of cooperative civic action.
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From reader reviews:

Enrique Flora:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the headline Democracy as
Problem Solving: Civic Capacity in Communities Across the Globe (MIT Press) suitable to you? The actual
book was written by well-known writer in this era. The book untitled Democracy as Problem Solving: Civic
Capacity in Communities Across the Globe (MIT Press)is the main of several books this everyone read now.
That book was inspired a lot of people in the world. When you read this e-book you will enter the new
dimensions that you ever know previous to. The author explained their plan in the simple way, therefore all
of people can easily to recognise the core of this reserve. This book will give you a lot of information about
this world now. To help you see the represented of the world with this book.

Detra Satterwhite:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or go to the outside with them loved ones
or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, as well as playing
video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity this is look different you can read a new book.
It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent all day every day to reading a
guide. The book Democracy as Problem Solving: Civic Capacity in Communities Across the Globe (MIT
Press) it is quite good to read. There are a lot of those who recommended this book. We were holding
enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy the e-book.
You can m0ore quickly to read this book from your smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book has
high quality.

James Rutledge:

In this era which is the greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more precious than
other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you must do is just
spending your time very little but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. One of several books in the
top checklist in your reading list is usually Democracy as Problem Solving: Civic Capacity in Communities
Across the Globe (MIT Press). This book which can be qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you
closer in becoming precious person. By looking upwards and review this publication you can get many
advantages.

Byron Hiebert:

A lot of guide has printed but it is different. You can get it by online on social media. You can choose the
most beneficial book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is identified
as of book Democracy as Problem Solving: Civic Capacity in Communities Across the Globe (MIT Press).
You can add your knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the printed book, it might add your knowledge
and make you happier to read. It is most important that, you must aware about reserve. It can bring you from



one destination to other place.
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