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A groundbreaking work of history that explicates Thomas Jefferson’s vision of himself, the American
Revolution, Christianity, slavery, and race.

Thomas Jefferson is often portrayed as a hopelessly enigmatic figure—a riddle—a man so riven with
contradictions that he is almost impossible to know. Lauded as the most articulate voice of American
freedom and equality, even as he held people—including his own family—in bondage, Jefferson is variably
described as a hypocrite, an atheist, or a simple-minded proponent of limited government who expected all
Americans to be farmers forever.

Now, Annette Gordon-Reed teams up with America's leading Jefferson scholar, Peter S. Onuf, to present an
absorbing and revealing character study that dispels the many clichés that have accrued over the years about
our third president. Challenging the widely prevalent belief that Jefferson remains so opaque as to be
unknowable, the authors—through their careful analysis, painstaking research, and vivid prose—create a
portrait of Jefferson, as he might have painted himself, one "comprised of equal parts sun and shadow" (Jane
Kamensky).

Tracing Jefferson's philosophical development from youth to old age, the authors explore what they call the
"empire" of Jefferson's imagination—an expansive state of mind born of his origins in a slave society, his
intellectual influences, and the vaulting ambition that propelled him into public life as a modern avatar of the
Enlightenment who, at the same time, likened himself to a figure of old—"the most blessed of the
patriarchs." Indeed, Jefferson saw himself as a "patriarch," not just to his country and mountain-like home at
Monticello but also to his family, the white half that he loved so publicly, as well as to the black side that he
claimed to love, a contradiction of extraordinary historical magnitude.

Divided into three sections, "Most Blessed of the Patriarchs" reveals a striking personal dimension to his
life. Part I, "Patriarch," explores Jeffersons's origins in Virgina; Part II, " 'Traveller,' " covers his five-year
sojourn to Paris; and Part III, "Enthusiast," delves insightfully into the Virginian's views on Christianity,
slavery, and race. We see not just his ideas and vision of America but come to know him in an almost
familial way, such as through the importance of music in his life.

"Most Blessed of the Patriarchs" fundamentally challenges much of what we’ve come to accept about



Jefferson, neither hypocrite nor saint, atheist nor fundamentalist. Gordon-Reed and Onuf, through a close
reading of Jefferson’s own words, reintroduce us all to our most influential founding father: a man more
gifted than most, but complicated in just the ways we all are.
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From reader reviews:

Michelle Seidl:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children until adult are different content. To be sure
that book is very important for us. The book "Most Blessed of the Patriarchs": Thomas Jefferson and the
Empire of the Imagination ended up being making you to know about other know-how and of course you can
take more information. It is quite advantages for you. The e-book "Most Blessed of the Patriarchs": Thomas
Jefferson and the Empire of the Imagination is not only giving you a lot more new information but also to get
your friend when you feel bored. You can spend your current spend time to read your publication. Try to
make relationship using the book "Most Blessed of the Patriarchs": Thomas Jefferson and the Empire of the
Imagination. You never really feel lose out for everything if you read some books.

Mary Alejandro:

This "Most Blessed of the Patriarchs": Thomas Jefferson and the Empire of the Imagination book is not
really ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this
book is definitely information inside this book incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper you
read a lot of information you will get. This particular "Most Blessed of the Patriarchs": Thomas Jefferson
and the Empire of the Imagination without we comprehend teach the one who reading through it become
critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't be worry "Most Blessed of the Patriarchs": Thomas Jefferson and
the Empire of the Imagination can bring whenever you are and not make your tote space or bookshelves'
come to be full because you can have it in your lovely laptop even mobile phone. This "Most Blessed of the
Patriarchs": Thomas Jefferson and the Empire of the Imagination having fine arrangement in word and
layout, so you will not feel uninterested in reading.

Vicki Escalante:

Reading a book being new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to examine a book. When you
read a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge,
mainly because book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts
of book that you have read. In order to get information about your review, you can read education books, but
if you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, as well as soon. The
"Most Blessed of the Patriarchs": Thomas Jefferson and the Empire of the Imagination provide you with new
experience in reading a book.

Jason Caldwell:

This "Most Blessed of the Patriarchs": Thomas Jefferson and the Empire of the Imagination is fresh way for
you who has fascination to look for some information since it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you
on it getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having small amount of digest in reading
this "Most Blessed of the Patriarchs": Thomas Jefferson and the Empire of the Imagination can be the light



food in your case because the information inside this particular book is easy to get by means of anyone.
These books produce itself in the form that is certainly reachable by anyone, that's why I mean in the e-book
contact form. People who think that in book form make them feel tired even dizzy this e-book is the answer.
So there is absolutely no in reading a publication especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It
should be here for a person. So , don't miss this! Just read this e-book type for your better life and
knowledge.
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