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 There’s little doubt that most humans today are better off than their forebears. Stunningly so, the economist
and historian Deirdre McCloskey argues in the concluding volume of her trilogy celebrating the oft-derided
virtues of the bourgeoisie. The poorest of humanity, McCloskey shows, will soon be joining the comparative
riches of Japan and Sweden and Botswana.

 

Why? Most economists—from Adam Smith and Karl Marx to Thomas Piketty—say the Great Enrichment
since 1800 came from accumulated capital. McCloskey disagrees, fiercely. “Our riches,” she argues, “were
made not by piling brick on brick, bank balance on bank balance, but by piling idea on idea.” Capital was
necessary, but so was the presence of oxygen. It was ideas, not matter, that drove “trade-tested betterment.” 
Nor were institutions the drivers. The World Bank orthodoxy of “add institutions and stir” doesn’t work, and
didn’t. McCloskey builds a powerful case for the initiating role of ideas—ideas for electric motors and free
elections, of course, but more deeply the bizarre and liberal ideas of equal liberty and dignity for ordinary
folk. Liberalism arose from theological and political revolutions in northwest Europe, yielding a unique
respect for betterment and its practitioners, and upending ancient hierarchies. Commoners were encouraged
to have a go, and the bourgeoisie took up the Bourgeois Deal, and we were all enriched.

 

Few economists or historians write like McCloskey—her ability to invest the facts of economic history with
the urgency of a novel, or of a leading case at law, is unmatched. She summarizes modern economics and
modern economic history with verve and lucidity, yet sees through to the really big scientific conclusion. Not
matter, but ideas. Big books don’t come any more ambitious, or captivating, than Bourgeois Equality.
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From reader reviews:

Sharon Scott:

The book Bourgeois Equality: How Ideas, Not Capital or Institutions, Enriched the World gives you the
sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make your capable far more increase. Book can to
get your best friend when you getting anxiety or having big problem with the subject. If you can make
looking at a book Bourgeois Equality: How Ideas, Not Capital or Institutions, Enriched the World for being
your habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge
about several or all subjects. You are able to know everything if you like available and read a publication
Bourgeois Equality: How Ideas, Not Capital or Institutions, Enriched the World. Kinds of book are a lot of.
It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Judy Newberry:

The feeling that you get from Bourgeois Equality: How Ideas, Not Capital or Institutions, Enriched the
World may be the more deep you digging the information that hide within the words the more you get
enthusiastic about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to recognise but Bourgeois Equality:
How Ideas, Not Capital or Institutions, Enriched the World giving you joy feeling of reading. The writer
conveys their point in particular way that can be understood by simply anyone who read that because the
author of this book is well-known enough. That book also makes your vocabulary increase well. It is
therefore easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly
recommend you for having this specific Bourgeois Equality: How Ideas, Not Capital or Institutions,
Enriched the World instantly.

Michael Emery:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information presently can get by anyone in everywhere.
The information can be a understanding or any news even restricted. What people must be consider any time
those information which is in the former life are hard to be find than now is taking seriously which one is
appropriate to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you receive the unstable resource then you
get it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities will not
happen with you if you take Bourgeois Equality: How Ideas, Not Capital or Institutions, Enriched the World
as the daily resource information.

William Sam:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This specific book Bourgeois Equality: How Ideas, Not Capital or
Institutions, Enriched the World was colourful and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book
Bourgeois Equality: How Ideas, Not Capital or Institutions, Enriched the World has many kinds or genre.
Start from kids until teenagers. For example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read and believe
that you are the character on there. So , not at all of book tend to be make you bored, any it makes you feel



happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best book to suit your needs and try to like reading that.
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