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A pathbreaking contribution to Latin American testimonial literature, When a Flower Is Reborn is activist
Rosa Isolde Reuque Paillalef’s chronicle of her leadership within the Mapuche indigenous rights movement
in Chile. Part personal reflection and part political autobiography, it is also the story of Reuque’s rediscovery
of her own Mapuche identity through her political and human rights activism over the past quarter century.
The questions posed to Reuque by her editor and translator, the distinguished historian Florencia Mallon, are
included in the text, revealing both a lively exchange between two feminist intellectuals and much about the
crafting of the testimonial itself. In addition, several conversations involving Reuque’s family members
provide a counterpoint to her story, illustrating the variety of ways identity is created and understood.

A leading activist during the Pinochet dictatorship, Reuque—a woman, a Catholic, and a Christian
Democrat—often felt like an outsider within the male-dominated, leftist Mapuche movement. This sense of
herself as both participant and observer allows for Reuque’s trenchant, yet empathetic, critique of the
Mapuche ethnic movement and of the policies regarding indigenous people implemented by Chile’s post-
authoritarian government. After the 1990 transition to democratic rule, Reuque collaborated with the
government in the creation of the Indigenous Development Corporation (CONADI) and the passage of the
Indigenous Law of 1993. At the same time, her deepening critiques of sexism in Chilean society in general,
and the Mapuche movement in particular, inspired her to found the first Mapuche feminist organization and
participate in the 1996 International Women’s Conference in Beijing. Critical of the democratic
government’s inability to effectively address indigenous demands, Reuque reflects on the history of
Mapuche activism, including its disarray in the early 1990s and resurgence toward the end of the decade, and
relates her hopes for the future.

An important reinvention of the testimonial genre for Latin America’s post-authoritarian, post-revolutionary
era, When a Flower Is Reborn will appeal to those interested in Latin America, race and ethnicity,
indigenous people’s movements, women and gender, and oral history and ethnography.
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From reader reviews:

Steven Anderson:

The book When a Flower Is Reborn: The Life and Times of a Mapuche Feminist can give more knowledge
and information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave the great thing like a book When a
Flower Is Reborn: The Life and Times of a Mapuche Feminist? Several of you have a different opinion about
book. But one aim which book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to
closer using your book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, you can give for each other; you can
share all of these. Book When a Flower Is Reborn: The Life and Times of a Mapuche Feminist has simple
shape however you know: it has great and large function for you. You can search the enormous world by
wide open and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Erica Logan:

This When a Flower Is Reborn: The Life and Times of a Mapuche Feminist book is just not ordinary book,
you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book will be
information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper an individual read a
lot of information you will get. This particular When a Flower Is Reborn: The Life and Times of a Mapuche
Feminist without we comprehend teach the one who reading it become critical in pondering and analyzing.
Don't possibly be worry When a Flower Is Reborn: The Life and Times of a Mapuche Feminist can bring
once you are and not make your tote space or bookshelves' become full because you can have it in the lovely
laptop even phone. This When a Flower Is Reborn: The Life and Times of a Mapuche Feminist having fine
arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not feel uninterested in reading.

Janet Warren:

Exactly why? Because this When a Flower Is Reborn: The Life and Times of a Mapuche Feminist is an
unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap that but latter it will distress you with
the secret the idea inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who else write the book in such
incredible way makes the content inside easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning
entirely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This
excellent book will give you a lot of gains than the other book get such as help improving your talent and
your critical thinking method. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I had been you I will go to the
book store hurriedly.

Darren Reid:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, short story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not hoping When a Flower Is
Reborn: The Life and Times of a Mapuche Feminist that give your fun preference will be satisfied through
reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know



world a great deal better then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be explained constantly
that reading behavior only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to possibly be success
person. So , for all of you who want to start looking at as your good habit, you may pick When a Flower Is
Reborn: The Life and Times of a Mapuche Feminist become your own starter.
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