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The social, political, military and cultural history of the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries is broadly
encapsulated in the names given to British steam locomotives. To understand the origins, significance and
meanings of those names is to understand much about the fabric and development of life in Britain during
that period: the names fit together like some huge, interlocking jigsaw puzzle and, in one way or another,
make reference to virtually everything that was important and of significance to those generations for whom
steam traction was a commonly accepted part of life and living.

As a boy, in the fifties, I spent countless hours – as did so many others of my generation – "copping" named
locomotives, particularly on the ECML, without ever really knowing, or even wondering, why the likes of
Persimmon or Meg Merrilies or Sir Ronald Matthews were so named.

A named locomotive was not merely one of several with shared characteristics but, through its name,
acquired a unique identity outwith the class to which it belonged; some even acquired "celebrity" status.

So, for the tens of thousands of schoolboys in the fifties and beyond whose passion was train spotting,
"namers" were everything and the subject of much excited and animated conversation following a visit to a
faraway railway 'Mecca' such as Doncaster or Tamworth. Yet, whereas virtually all schoolboys would have
known where to see Sir Herbert Walker, Sir Keith Park or Sir Daniel Gooch and the classes of locomotive to
which they belonged, few would have known much, if anything, about the history, origins or achievements
of the name behind the treasured 'cop' carefully underlined in their compendium of British Locomotives.

It may be difficult for subsequent generations to understand the obsessional nature of the train spotting
hobby and its continuing fascination for a substantial and significant number of the boys who were "hooked"
on it. Perhaps not surprisingly, with the passing of the steam era interest in the nature of this obsession has
increased rather than diminished, with a seemingly insatiable demand for photographic essays and other
books on the subject. I hope that those who continue to be ensnared by the hobby will, through this book,
share my fascination in discovering and exploring the origins and meanings of some of the names which
were the focus of their youthful attention and "gave life" and added interest to the pursuit of collecting
engine numbers.
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From reader reviews:

Alicia Hendrickson:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. As we
know that book is very important for us. The book What's In A Name?: The origins, meanings and
significance of Steam Locomotive Names in the British Railways Era Part 1 LNER was making you to know
about other knowledge and of course you can take more information. It doesn't matter what advantages for
you. The reserve What's In A Name?: The origins, meanings and significance of Steam Locomotive Names
in the British Railways Era Part 1 LNER is not only giving you considerably more new information but also
to be your friend when you really feel bored. You can spend your spend time to read your guide. Try to make
relationship together with the book What's In A Name?: The origins, meanings and significance of Steam
Locomotive Names in the British Railways Era Part 1 LNER. You never really feel lose out for everything
should you read some books.

Latasha Sutterfield:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information easier to
share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon. You can
observe that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. Typically the book that recommended to
you personally is What's In A Name?: The origins, meanings and significance of Steam Locomotive Names
in the British Railways Era Part 1 LNER this publication consist a lot of the information with the condition
of this world now. This kind of book was represented how does the world has grown up. The dialect styles
that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. Typically the writer made some analysis when he makes
this book. This is why this book suitable all of you.

Anthony Edwards:

In this particular era which is the greater man or who has ability in doing something more are more valuable
than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you are related is
just spending your time not much but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. Among the books in the
top listing in your reading list is actually What's In A Name?: The origins, meanings and significance of
Steam Locomotive Names in the British Railways Era Part 1 LNER. This book which is qualified as The
Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in getting precious person. By looking right up and review this
publication you can get many advantages.

Angela Souther:

Book is one of source of understanding. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen require book to know the up-date information of year to help year. As we know
those publications have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, can also bring us to around



the world. From the book What's In A Name?: The origins, meanings and significance of Steam Locomotive
Names in the British Railways Era Part 1 LNER we can have more advantage. Don't that you be creative
people? For being creative person must want to read a book. Only choose the best book that suitable with
your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life with that book What's In A Name?: The origins,
meanings and significance of Steam Locomotive Names in the British Railways Era Part 1 LNER. You can
more inviting than now.
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