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Visions of the Emerald City is an absorbing historical analysis of how Mexicans living in Oaxaca City
experienced “modernity” during the lengthy “Order and Progress” dictatorship of Porfirio Díaz (1876–1911).
Renowned as the Emerald City (for its many buildings made of green cantera stone), Oaxaca City was not
only the economic, political, and cultural capital of the state of Oaxaca but also a vital commercial hub for all
of southern Mexico. As such, it was a showcase for many of Díaz’s modernizing and state-building projects.
Drawing on in-depth research in archives in Oaxaca, Mexico City, and the United States, Mark Overmyer-
Velázquez describes how Oaxacans, both elites and commoners, crafted and manipulated practices of
tradition and modernity to define themselves and their city as integral parts of a modern Mexico.

Incorporating a nuanced understanding of visual culture into his analysis, Overmyer-Velázquez shows how
ideas of modernity figured in Oaxacans’ ideologies of class, race, gender, sexuality, and religion and how
they were expressed in Oaxaca City’s streets, plazas, buildings, newspapers, and public rituals. He pays
particular attention to the roles of national and regional elites, the Catholic church, and popular groups—such
as Oaxaca City’s madams and prostitutes—in shaping the discourses and practices of modernity. At the same
time, he illuminates the dynamic interplay between these groups. Ultimately, this well-illustrated history
provides insight into provincial life in pre-Revolutionary Mexico and challenges any easy distinctions
between the center and the periphery or modernity and tradition.
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From reader reviews:

Brenda Taylor:

Here thing why this kind of Visions of the Emerald City: Modernity, Tradition, and the Formation of
Porfirian Oaxaca, Mexico are different and reliable to be yours. First of all reading through a book is good
however it depends in the content than it which is the content is as delicious as food or not. Visions of the
Emerald City: Modernity, Tradition, and the Formation of Porfirian Oaxaca, Mexico giving you information
deeper and different ways, you can find any e-book out there but there is no book that similar with Visions of
the Emerald City: Modernity, Tradition, and the Formation of Porfirian Oaxaca, Mexico. It gives you thrill
reading journey, its open up your current eyes about the thing which happened in the world which is possibly
can be happened around you. You can bring everywhere like in playground, café, or even in your method
home by train. Should you be having difficulties in bringing the branded book maybe the form of Visions of
the Emerald City: Modernity, Tradition, and the Formation of Porfirian Oaxaca, Mexico in e-book can be
your alternate.

Lois Hernandez:

It is possible to spend your free time you just read this book this publication. This Visions of the Emerald
City: Modernity, Tradition, and the Formation of Porfirian Oaxaca, Mexico is simple bringing you can read
it in the recreation area, in the beach, train and also soon. If you did not possess much space to bring
typically the printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you much easier to read it. You can save the
actual book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this
book.

Mary Killgore:

You can obtain this Visions of the Emerald City: Modernity, Tradition, and the Formation of Porfirian
Oaxaca, Mexico by visit the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve
challenge if you get difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only by simply
written or printed but can you enjoy this book by means of e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you just
looking by your local mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your current ways
to get more information about your book. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your
knowledge are still change. Let's try to choose proper ways for you.

Bruce Davis:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book has been rare? Why so
many issue for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people likes
reading through, not only science book and also novel and Visions of the Emerald City: Modernity,
Tradition, and the Formation of Porfirian Oaxaca, Mexico or perhaps others sources were given knowledge
for you. After you know how the truly amazing a book, you feel want to read more and more. Science



reserve was created for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those books are helping them to add their
knowledge. In some other case, beside science e-book, any other book likes Visions of the Emerald City:
Modernity, Tradition, and the Formation of Porfirian Oaxaca, Mexico to make your spare time far more
colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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