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A comprehensive treatment of visionary experience in some of the main texts of Jewish mysticism, this book
reveals the overwhelmingly visual nature of religious experience in Jewish spirituality from antiquity
through the late Middle Ages. Using phenomenological and critical historical tools, Wolfson examines
Jewish mystical texts from late antiquity, pre-kabbalistic sources from the tenth to the twelfth centuries, and
twelfth- and thirteenth-century kabbalistic literature. His work demonstrates that the sense of sight assumes
an epistemic priority in these writings, reflecting and building upon those scriptural passages that affirm the
visual nature of revelatory experience. Moreover, the author reveals an androcentric eroticism in the scopic
mentality of Jewish mystics, which placed the externalized and representable form, the phallus, at the center
of the visual encounter.

In the visionary experience, as Wolfson describes it, imagination serves a primary function, transmuting
sensory data and rational concepts into symbols of those things beyond sense and reason. In this view, the
experience of avision isinseparable from the process of interpretation. Fundamentally challenging the
conventional distinction between experience and exegesis, revelation and interpretation, Wolfson argues that
for the mystics themselves, the study of texts occasioned a visua experience of the divine located in the
imagination of the mystical interpreter. Thus he shows how Jewish mystics preserved the invisible
transcendence of God without doing away with the visual dimension of belief.
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From reader reviews:
Kathryn Cannon:

Have you spare time for aday? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time? Yes,
you can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take a
move, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book entitled Through a
Speculum That Shines: Vision and Imagination in Medieval Jewish Mysticism? Maybe it isfor being best
activity for you. Y ou redlize beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can
smarter than before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have other opinion?

George Sanders:

This Through a Speculum That Shines: Vision and Imagination in Medieval Jewish Mysticism is great guide
for you because the content that is full of information for you who all always deal with world and possess to
make decision every minute. This specific book reveal it info accurately using great plan word or we can
point out no rambling sentences inside. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole dataiin it.
Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward sentences but tough core information with beautiful
delivering sentences. Having Through a Speculum That Shines: Vision and Imagination in Medieval Jewish
Mysticism in your hand like getting the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say
that no book that offer you world within ten or fifteen second right but this book already do that. So, this
really is good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt that will?

Amanda Grant:

Y ou are able to spend your free time to study this book this reserve. This Through a Speculum That Shines:

Vision and Imagination in Medieval Jewish Mysticism is simple bringing you can read it in the park, in the

beach, train as well as soon. If you did not have much space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy
often the e-book. It is make you easier to read it. Y ou can save the actual book in your smart phone. And so

there are alot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Elizabeth Black:

Y ou can get this Through a Speculum That Shines: Vision and Imagination in Medieval Jewish Mysticism
by go to the bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing or reviewing it may to be your solveissueif you get
difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only through written or printed but
additionally can you enjoy this book simply by e-book. In the modern eralike now, you just looking because
of your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more
information about your book. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still
upgrade. Let's try to choose appropriate ways for you.
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