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Whether it's the discovery of $1.6 billion in Nazi-looted art or the news that Syrian rebels are looting
UNESCO archaeological sitesto buy arms, art crime commands headlines. Erin Thompson, America's only
professor of art crime, explores the dark history of looting, smuggling, and forgery that lies at the heart of
many private art collections and many of the world's most renowned museums.

Enlivened by fascinating personalities and scandal ous events, Possession shows how collecting antiquities
has been away of creating identity, informed by a desire to annex the past while providing an illicit thrill
along the way. Thompson's accounts of history's most infamous collectors—from the Roman Emperor
Tiberius, who stole alife-sized nude Greek statue for his bedroom, to Queen Christina of Sweden, who
habitually pilfered small antiquities from her fellow aristocrats, to Sir William Hamilton, who forced his
mistress to enact poses from his collection of Greek vases—are as mesmerizing asthey are revealing.
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From reader reviews:
Shawna Vaughn:

The experience that you get from Possession: The Curious History of Private Collectors from Antiquity to
the Present could be the more degp you rooting the information that hide inside words the more you get
considering reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to understand but Possession: The Curious
History of Private Collectors from Antiquity to the Present giving you buzz feeling of reading. The article
author conveystheir point in selected way that can be understood by means of anyone who read the item
because the author of this e-book is well-known enough. This specific book aso makes your own personal
vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style
are available. We highly recommend you for having this particular Possession: The Curious History of
Private Collectors from Antiquity to the Present instantly.

William Hickman:

This book untitled Possession: The Curious History of Private Collectors from Antiquity to the Present to be
one of several books this best seller in this year, that's because when you read this publication you can get a
lot of benefit on it. You will easily to buy this specific book in the book retail store or you can order it by
using online. The publisher on this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, as
you can read this book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason for you to past this reserve from your list.

Gloria Pruitt:

Y our reading 6th sense will not betray an individual, why because this Possession: The Curious History of
Private Collectors from Antiquity to the Present e-book written by well-known writer we are excited for well
how to make book which can be understand by anyone who have read the book. Written with good manner
for you, leaking every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still hesitation
Possession: The Curious History of Private Collectors from Antiquity to the Present as good book not simply
by the cover but also with the content. Thisis one book that can break don't assess book by itsinclude, so do
you still needing a different sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense
aready told you so why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.

Thomas Manna:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you will getitine-
book method, more simple and reachable. This Possession: The Curious History of Private Collectors from
Antiquity to the Present can give you alot of good friends because by you taking alook at this one book you
have point that they don't and make you more like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of
one step for you to get success. This e-book offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't learn, by
knowing more than various other make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? Let us have
Possession: The Curious History of Private Collectors from Antiquity to the Present.
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