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Charity and Service Have a Dark Side

You want to live out the Gospel by serving others, and you're willing to sacrifice your time, money, and
perhaps even your safety. But do you realize the spiritual dangers you face as you serve? Peter Greer, the
CEO of a Christian nonprofit, found that serving others and seeking justice actually did him harm. He shares
how something that started with the noblest of intentions got off track--and how he got back on course. His
story is a compassionate warning for anyone who works in ministry or charitable nonprofits, from CEOs to
weekend volunteers.

"Doing good can take its toll on our lives if we aren't careful. The Spiritual Danger of Doing Good is an
honest look at the dangers we all need to avoid as we seek to make a difference."--Craig Groeschel, senior
pastor, LifeChurch.tv

"Peter Greer is a friend and a brother. His newest book is a brilliant reminder that what we do is not nearly as
important as who we are--and how much we give is not nearly as important as how much love is in the
giving."--Shane Claiborne, author, activist, and lover of Jesus

"In this extremely timely and important book, Peter Greer applies the apostle Paul's teaching to the twenty-
first century leader. Readable, humorous, and keenly insightful."--Brian Fikkert, author of When Helping
Hurts

"This book is a needed message for all leaders interested in social justice, ministry, or simply loving their
neighbors as themselves. It is timely and welcomed. So get ready for a challenge. Peter is a thought leader
who is changing the world. Read this book!"--Brad Lomenick, president and lead visionary, Catalyst

"If you're ready to take an honest look at your leadership then read this work with a continual prayer on your
lips: 'Lord, show me how this might be true in my life.' Too often Christian leaders gloss over these issues at
their own peril. Read it, take heed, and become liberated from the hero who must die in order to live--you."--
Dr. Scott C. Todd, senior vice president, Compassion International

"Anchored in personal, gut-honest experience, The Spiritual Danger of Doing Good is a clarion call to all of
us. Peter and Anna discuss how to change the world without sacrificing what is most important. I deeply
resonate with the principles found in this book.."--Stephan Bauman, president and CEO, World Relief

"Peter has nailed it. He has uncovered unique signs and situations we overlook as leaders that cause serious
harm to ourselves and to others--particularly those we love most. Want to be a great leader? This is a must
read."--David Spickard, president & CEO, Jobs for Life

" Peter helps us in practical ways to serve Jesus with a pure heart, pure love and  no applause necessary. I
believe this book will get you in your gut and you'll be forever changed."--Anne Beiler, founder of Auntie
Anne's, Inc.

"I wish I could have read The Spiritual Danger of Doing Good as a young pastor. My idealism has often



been my greatest strength and my most catastrophic weakness. Peter understands this, and his stories and
insights would have saved me from heartache and major mistakes.."--Chris Seay, pastor, Ecclesia Houston

"Provides a powerful wake-up call for Christians. The discussion questions and suggested videos on a variety
of topics make this excellent for group studies. The Spiritual Danger of Doing Good should be required
reading for all Christians whether they are involved in overseas missions or work in their own
neighborhoods."--Congregational Libraries Today

"Greer outlines many of the dangers that go along with serving others, including an inflated ego, a
judgmental heart, and serving the poor at the neglect of one's spouse and family. He offers insight and points
readers to the God who asks us to love others, and to do it with a heart that is open to Him. This book is a
great resource for anyone who serves others, whether as a pastor, nonprofit leader or volunteer at the local
food bank."--Youthworker Journal
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From reader reviews:

Elaine Kistler:

As people who live in the modest era should be up-date about what going on or details even knowledge to
make them keep up with the era and that is always change and make progress. Some of you maybe may
update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to an
individual is you don't know which you should start with. This The Spiritual Danger of Doing Good is our
recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and wish
in this era.

Anthony Doucet:

Exactly why? Because this The Spiritual Danger of Doing Good is an unordinary book that the inside of the
book waiting for you to snap it but latter it will surprise you with the secret the idea inside. Reading this
book beside it was fantastic author who else write the book in such remarkable way makes the content on the
inside easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you
because of not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This unique book will give you a
lot of positive aspects than the other book have got such as help improving your skill and your critical
thinking method. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I had been you I will go to the e-book store
hurriedly.

Ada Peterson:

The Spiritual Danger of Doing Good can be one of your nice books that are good idea. We recommend that
straight away because this book has good vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in words, easy to
understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The writer giving his/her effort to put every
word into enjoyment arrangement in writing The Spiritual Danger of Doing Good however doesn't forget the
main stage, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be
considered one of it. This great information can easily drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial
contemplating.

Donna Valdez:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside together with friends, fun activity having family
or just watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by reading a
book. Ugh, you think reading a book will surely hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It
alright you can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like The Spiritual
Danger of Doing Good which is keeping the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's observe.
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