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HALF OF WHAT I SAY IS MEANINGLESS is a series of memoirs, set by turns in Joseph Bathanti's
hometown of Pittsburgh as well as in his ultimate home in North Carolina where he landed in 1976 as a
VISTA Volunteer assigned to the North Carolina Department of Correction. Though these essays are not
queued chronologically, they form a seamless chronicle of contemplation on the indelible stamp of home,
family, ancestry, and spirituality, regardless of locale. The book opens with its longest essay, "The Turf of
Hankering," which tells the tale of Bathanti's leaving Pittsburgh for his VISTA training in Atlanta, meeting a
Southern woman, and fellow VISTA he is destined to marry, his lurch into the American South where he
would eventually make his beloved home, and his first attempts at becoming a writer. Written in a voice that
is always elevated, though conversational, wry, funny, quintessentially human, and laced with poetry, the
other thirteen essays of the book explore his early conflicted obsessions with Catholicism; Bill Mazeroski's
famous 1960 World Series home run; a life-changing visit to writer Thomas Wolfe's boyhood home in
Asheville; the Vietnam War; his mother and father and his Italian-American identity; the concept of work
and what it really means; the netherworld of prison; marriage and fatherhood; his day as an extra in the cult-
classic horror film Evil Dead II; and the unlikely path, ever unwinding, that led him ultimately to achieving
his dream of becoming a writer.
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From reader reviews:

Michelle Beltran:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As it is
known to us that book is very important normally. The book Half of What I Say Is Meaningless: Essays
ended up being making you to know about other understanding and of course you can take more information.
It is quite advantages for you. The book Half of What I Say Is Meaningless: Essays is not only giving you far
more new information but also being your friend when you experience bored. You can spend your spend
time to read your book. Try to make relationship using the book Half of What I Say Is Meaningless: Essays.
You never experience lose out for everything in case you read some books.

Shanika Jeans:

As people who live in the modest era should be up-date about what going on or data even knowledge to
make all of them keep up with the era that is certainly always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe
will certainly update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming
to anyone is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Half of What I Say Is Meaningless:
Essays is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want
and wish in this era.

Christine Clute:

You will get this Half of What I Say Is Meaningless: Essays by browse the bookstore or Mall. Just simply
viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve challenge if you get difficulties for your knowledge.
Kinds of this book are various. Not only through written or printed but can you enjoy this book through e-
book. In the modern era including now, you just looking because of your mobile phone and searching what
your problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more information about your e-book. It is most important
to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still change. Let's try to choose correct ways for you.

Leona Hicks:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information
from the book. Book is written or printed or highlighted from each source this filled update of news. Within
this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From media
social like newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You can
add your understanding by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
seeking the Half of What I Say Is Meaningless: Essays when you essential it?
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