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He was sent from Spain on areligious crusade to Mexico to “ detect the sickness of idolatry,” but Bernardino
de Sahaguin (c. 1499-1590) instead became the first anthropologist of the New World. The Franciscan monk
developed a deep appreciation for Aztec culture and the Nahuatl language. In this biography, Miguel Ledn-
Portilla presents the life story of afascinating man who came to Mexico intent on changing the traditions and
cultures he encountered but instead ended up working to preserve them, even at the cost of persecution.

Sahagun was responsible for documenting numerous ancient texts and other native testimonies. He
persevered in his efforts to study the native Aztecs until he had devel oped his own research methodology,
becoming a pioneer of anthropology. Sahagun formed a school of Nahua scribes and labored with them for
more than sixty years to transcribe the pre-conquest language and culture of the Nahuas. His rich legacy, our
most comprehensive account of the Aztecs, is contained in his Primeros Memoriales (1561) and Historia
General de las Cosas de Nueva Espafa (1577).

Near the end of hislife at age 91, Sahagun became so protective of the Aztecs that when he died, his former
Indian students and many others felt deeply affected.

Trandated into English by Mauricio J. Mixco, Leon-Portilla' s absorbing account presents Sahagun as a
complex individual—a man of histimes yet a pioneer in many ways.
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From reader reviews:
ClaraBearden:

Reading a book for being new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to learn a book. When you
learn abook you can get agreat deal of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge,
because book has alot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book
that you have read. If you need to get information about your research, you can read education books, but if
you act like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, along with
soon. The Bernardino de Sahagun: First Anthropologist will give you a new experience in reading through a
book.

Donald Cor bett:

In thistime globalization it isimportant to someone to acquire information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
quicker to share. You can find alot of recommendations to get information example: internet, paper, book,
and soon. Y ou can see that now, alot of publisher which print many kinds of book. The particular book that
recommended to your account is Bernardino de Sahagun: First Anthropologist this publication consist alot
of the information from the condition of thisworld now. This kind of book was represented how can the
world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer require to explain it is easy to understand. The writer made
some exploration when he makes this book. That's why this book ideal all of you.

Gretchen Clark:

Isit you who having spare time after that spend it whole day by means of watching television programs or
just resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This Bernardino de Sahagun: First Anthropologist can
be the respond to, oh how comes? It's a book you know. Y ou are and so out of date, spending your extratime
by reading in this brand new erais common not a geek activity. So what these textbooks have than the
others?

Phyllis Walters:

On this erawhich is the greater man or who has ability to do something more are more precious than other.
Do you want to become certainly one of it? It isjust simple approach to have that. What you arerelated is
just spending your time little but quite enough to experience alook at some books. One of several booksin
the top list in your reading list is definitely Bernardino de Sahagun: First Anthropologist. Thisbook that is
qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in becoming precious person. By looking upwards and
review this guide you can get many advantages.
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