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For nearly fifty years the humanities have been defined by a series of critiques: of the subject, of
representation, of the visual, of modernism, of autonomy, of intention, of art itself. In their place various
"materialities" have appeared: signs, identities, bodies, history, and works. Against Affective Formalism
challenges these orthodoxies.

"What I am after, above all, is expression," Henri Matisse declared. Matisse believed that through the careful
arrangement of line and color he could transmit his feelings directly to the minds and bodies of his viewers.
Yet Matisse continually struggled with the reality that his feelings were misunderstood--or simply ignored--
by viewers of his art. Matisse oscillates between a desire for expressive command over the viewer and a
sense of the impossibility of making himself known.

Against Affective Formalism confronts modernism's dissatisfactions with representation. As Todd Cronan
explains, a central tenet of modernist thought turns on the effort to overcome representation in the name of
something more explicit in its capacity to generate bodily or affective experience. Henri Bergson was one of
the most influential advocates of the antirepresentational impulse; his novel theories of memory and freedom
gripped a generation of writers, philosophers, psychologists, and artists. Matisse and Bergson worked within
and against the context of form and expression that remains in force today.

Writing in opposition to prevailing theories and assumptions about the relation of intention and form--most
of which accept the "death of the author" as a basic fact of interpretation--Cronan argues that the beholder's
response to art, outside a framework of intentionality, is irrelevant to a work's meaning. Intentions are not a
matter of method at all: no letter, biography, document, archive, or key will recover an intention. What
matters is that intentions make works of art different from objects in the world.
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From reader reviews:

Joseph Tucker:

Inside other case, little individuals like to read book Against Affective Formalism: Matisse, Bergson,
Modernism. You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. Provided that we know about how is
important some sort of book Against Affective Formalism: Matisse, Bergson, Modernism. You can add
expertise and of course you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from
book you can recognize everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you may be known.
About simple point until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we can easily open a book or maybe
searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the
library. Let's go through.

Leonard Santiago:

Book is actually written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can learn everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important matter to bring us around the
world. Next to that you can your reading talent was fluently. A e-book Against Affective Formalism:
Matisse, Bergson, Modernism will make you to be smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you can
know about everything. But some of you think this open or reading a book make you bored. It is not make
you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you searching for best book or suitable book with you?

Francis Pilkington:

You are able to spend your free time to study this book this e-book. This Against Affective Formalism:
Matisse, Bergson, Modernism is simple to develop you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train as
well as soon. If you did not possess much space to bring the printed book, you can buy the particular e-book.
It is make you simpler to read it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a
lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

David McKenney:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got scholars? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And you also know
that little person just like reading or as studying become their hobby. You have to know that reading is very
important and book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge, except your
current teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update regarding something by book. Many kinds of books
that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is Against Affective Formalism: Matisse, Bergson,
Modernism.
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