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While a rational consciousness grasps many truths, Gananath Obeyesekere believes an even richer
knowledge is possible through a bold confrontation with the stuff of visions and dreams. Spanning both
Buddhist and European forms of visionary experience, he fearlessly pursues the symbolic, nonrational depths
of such phenomena, reawakening the intuitive, creative impulses that power greater understanding.

Throughout his career, Obeyesekere has combined psychoanalysis and anthropology to illuminate the
relationship between personal symbolism and religious experience. In this book, he begins with Buddha's
visionary trances wherein, over the course of four hours, he witnesses hundreds of thousands of his past
births and eons of world evolution, renewal, and disappearance. He then connects this fracturing of empirical
and visionary time to the realm of space, considering the experience of a female Christian penitent, who
stares devotedly at a tiny crucifix only to see the space around it expand to mirror Christ's suffering.
Obeyesekere follows the unconscious motivations that underly rapture, the fantastical consumption of
Christ's body and blood, and body mutilation and levitation, bridging medieval Catholicism and the
movements of early modern thought, reflected in William Blake's artistic visions and poetic dreams. He
develops the term "dream-ego" through a discussion of visionary journeys, Jung's and Freud's scientific
dreaming, and the cosmic and erotic dream-visions of New Age virtuosos, and he defines the parameters of a
visionary mode of knowledge that provides a more elastic understanding of truth. A career-culminating
work, this volume not only translates the epistemology of Hindu and Buddhist thinkers to western audiences
but also revitalizes western philosophical and scientific inquiry.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Cooke:

What do you consider book? It is just for students since they're still students or this for all people in the
world, the actual best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that issue above. Every person
has distinct personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that
they don't want do that. You must know how great along with important the book The Awakened Ones:
Phenomenolgy of Visionary Experience. All type of book can you see on many sources. You can look for the
internet options or other social media.

Clarence Riley:

This The Awakened Ones: Phenomenolgy of Visionary Experience is great reserve for you because the
content that is certainly full of information for you who have always deal with world and also have to make
decision every minute. This particular book reveal it information accurately using great arrange word or we
can claim no rambling sentences in it. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole facts in it.
Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight forward sentences but tricky core information with splendid
delivering sentences. Having The Awakened Ones: Phenomenolgy of Visionary Experience in your hand
like keeping the world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no reserve that
offer you world in ten or fifteen tiny right but this e-book already do that. So , this really is good reading
book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt this?

Robert Stitt:

Many people spending their period by playing outside together with friends, fun activity along with family or
just watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by looking at a book.
Ugh, you think reading a book will surely hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It alright
you can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like The Awakened Ones:
Phenomenolgy of Visionary Experience which is finding the e-book version. So , why not try out this book?
Let's see.

David Scott:

In this particular era which is the greater person or who has ability in doing something more are more special
than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you are
related is just spending your time not much but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. One of several
books in the top list in your reading list is The Awakened Ones: Phenomenolgy of Visionary Experience.
This book which can be qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in turning out to be precious
person. By looking way up and review this guide you can get many advantages.
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