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Description: Despite astute critiques and available resources for alternative modes of thinking and practicing,
individualism continues to be a dominating and constraining ideology in the field of pastoral psychotherapy
and counseling. Philip Rieff was one of the first to highlight the negative implications of individualism in
psychotherapeutic theories and practices. As heirs and often enthusiasts of the Freudian tradition of which
Rieff and others are critical, pastoral theologians have felt the sting of his charge, and yet the empirical
research that McClure presents shows that pastoral-counseling practitioners resist change. Their attempts to
overcome an individualistic perspective have been limited and ineffective because individualism is
embedded in the field's dominant theological and theoretical resources, practices, and organizational
arrangements. Only a radical reappraisal of these will make possible pastoral counseling practices in a post-
individualistic mode. McClure proposes several critical transformations: broadening and deepening the
operative theologies used to guide the healing practice, expanding the role of the pastoral counselor,
reimagining the operative anthropology, reclaiming sin and judgment, nuancing the particular against the
individual, rethinking the ideal outcome of the practices, and reimagining the organizational structures that
support the practices. Only this level of revisioning will enable this ministry of the church to move beyond
its individualistic limitations and offer healing in more complex, effective, and socially adequate ways.
Endorsements: ""There is simply no finer new scholar working in this field today. All readers will profit
substantially from this work, since McClure's vision of an ecclesial mission committed to social
transformation far exceeds the particular issues of pastoral counseling."" --Rodney J. Hunter Emory
University ""Moving Beyond Individualism in Pastoral Care and Counseling is truly groundbreaking in its
theological envisioning and analysis of the implications of social location for the structuring of pastoral care.
Rarely is serious attention paid to the class implications of our ministries. On that issue Barbara McClure has
set a very high standard for us all."" --Mary McClintock-Fulkerson Duke University ""In this lucid, critical,
and constructive book Barbara McClure moves the whole debate about the nature and locus of appropriate
pastoral care and counseling on to a new level of analysis and sophistication. The implications of her careful
arguments and studies are nothing short of revolutionary. This is a book that should be read and acted upon
by anyone who really wants to see pastoral work make a difference in the contemporary world."" --Stephen
Pattison University of Birmingham, UK ""In Moving Beyond Individualism Barbara McClure offers a
brilliantly constructed new synergistic model for pastoral theology and the practices of care that recognizes
the more profoundly socio-cultural and relational complexity of human beings and suffering. Her model
helps us transcend the theological and social limitations of individualism and provides new resources for
engaging in effective care with persons and systems whose distress is shaped by larger social forces."" --
Nancy J. Ramsay Brite Divinity School ""Dr. McClure serves as a helpful conversation partner for pastors
serving congregations. By challenging the individualistic models that most of us learned in seminary, she
helps us to imagine a more synergistic and prophetic vision for pastoral care that encourages pastors to
facilitate healing by drawing connections between the personal and the socio-political, leading us from the
safety of our book-lined offices into the risky, vulnerable, and ultimately healing work of changing the
world."" --Bradley E. Schmeling St. John's Lutheran Church, Atlanta, Georgia. About the Contributor(s):
Barbara J. McClure is Assistant Professor of Pastoral Theology at the
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From reader reviews:

William Meadows:

What do you concerning book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you require
something to explain what your own problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy man? If you
don't have spare time to perform others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you
have free time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that
question due to the fact just their can do that. It said that about book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it
is right. Because start from on guardería until university need this Moving Beyond Individualism in Pastoral
Care and Counseling: Reflections on Theory, Theology, and Practice to read.

Sally Rose:

The reason why? Because this Moving Beyond Individualism in Pastoral Care and Counseling: Reflections
on Theory, Theology, and Practice is an unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap
the idea but latter it will distress you with the secret it inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author
who else write the book in such amazing way makes the content on the inside easier to understand,
entertaining technique but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having
this nowadays or you going to regret it. This excellent book will give you a lot of positive aspects than the
other book possess such as help improving your talent and your critical thinking approach. So , still want to
delay having that book? If I were being you I will go to the reserve store hurriedly.

Ann Walsh:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our know-how for everything. By a book we can know
everything we wish. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year had
been exactly added. This e-book Moving Beyond Individualism in Pastoral Care and Counseling: Reflections
on Theory, Theology, and Practice was filled about science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge
about your science competence. Some people has diverse feel when they reading some sort of book. If you
know how big good thing about a book, you can experience enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like at
this point, many ways to get book you wanted.

Cynthia Tso:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got pupils? We believe that that query was
given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And you also
know that little person similar to reading or as reading become their hobby. You need to know that reading is
very important and also book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except your
personal teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update in relation to something by book. Numerous
books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is Moving Beyond Individualism in Pastoral
Care and Counseling: Reflections on Theory, Theology, and Practice.
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