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Best-selling classicist Peter Green recreates the life and times of the Greek lyric poet Sappho in this
beautifully conceived, sharply detailed work of historical imagination. We meet Sappho at the age of fifty,
when sheis shaken by her fatal and final love affair with Phaon. She narrates her own story from the vantage
point of self-questioning middle age, and her candid meditations make intimate, engrossing reading.

Only fragments of Sappho's poetry survive. In imagining Sappho's life Green found his task "rather like that
of an archaeol ogist reassembling some amphora from hundreds of shards—of which more than half are
missing." Yet, in his synthesis of historical evidence and ebullient invention, Green produces a seamless,
moving, and persuasive portrait. He recreates Sappho's life by interweaving her surviving poetry into the
narrative, not as quotations, but as her own imagined speeches and thoughts.

Sappho's life spanned one of the most exciting periods in Greek history. Green's novel, full of details about
daily life on ancient Lesbos, draws the reader into the political and social climate of her world: the civil strife
accompanying the transition from aristocracy to mercantilism, the household relations between slave and
aristocrat, the details of seatravel in the Aegean. Green wrote the novel while living on Lesbos, and his
graceful rendering of the landscape, the rhythms of the seasons, and the varied flora of Sappho'sisland
pervades the narrative.

Sappho's poetry reveals a direct, spontaneous woman who eschewed artifice and embellishment. Green's
extraordinary talent captures those qualities and brings this woman of unflinching honesty very much to life.
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From reader reviews:
Paul Dixon:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important act, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a book. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add
your knowledge by the guide entitled The Laughter of Aphrodite: A Novel about Sappho of Lesbos. Try to
make the book The Laughter of Aphrodite: A Novel about Sappho of Lesbos as your friend. It means that it
can being your friend when you feel alone and beside regarding course make you smarter than in the past.
Yeah, it isvery fortuned for yourself. The book makes you more confidence because you can know almost
everything by the book. So , we should make new experience along with knowledge with this book.

Ralph Humphries:

Book isto be different for every single grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. To
be sure that book is very important for people. The book The Laughter of Aphrodite; A Novel about Sappho
of Lesbos seemed to be making you to know about other know-how and of course you can take more
information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you. The publication The Laughter of Aphrodite: A Novel
about Sappho of Lesbosis not only giving you much more new information but also to become your friend
when you really fed bored. Y ou can spend your spend time to read your publication. Try to make
relationship with the book The Laughter of Aphrodite: A Novel about Sappho of Leshos. Y ou never sense
lose out for everything if you read some books.

Larry Dolin:

Spent afree time for you to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family, or
their own friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic in the park.
They actually doing ditto every week. Do you fedl it? Do you need to something different to fill your free
time/ holiday? Can be reading a book might be option to fill your totally free time/ holiday. The first thing
that you ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to test look for book, may be the
reserve untitled The Laughter of Aphrodite: A Novel about Sappho of Leshos can be good book to read. May
be it may be best activity to you.

DouglasHam:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. Y ou can take knowledge and
information from your book. Book is prepared or printed or outlined from each source this filled update of
news. On this modern eralike at this point, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From
media socia including newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic.
Y ou can add your knowledge by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
seeking the The Laughter of Aphrodite: A Novel about Sappho of Lesboswhen you required it?
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