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Oh! was selected for National Public Radio's summer reading list of 2009. NPR reviewer Lucia Silva
called it "a triumphant kick in the pants for anyone who doubts the future of paper-and-ink books."
 
“The mysterious tension between material things and emotional attachment to them oscillates throughout
Japanese history and culture. With a keen and sympathetic eye, Todd Shimoda explores an individual's
dangerous quest to waken his numb soul to this exquisite reverberation. As in Kawabata Yasunari's famous
novella, The Master of Go, the lacrimae rerum of a dying tradition become a river, inexorably flowing
toward the ocean of death. Fascinated, the reader cannot help but follow the flow.”—Liza Dalby, author
of The Tale of Murasaki: A Novel and Geisha

Oh! is a hybrid novel, with nonfiction and artwork mixed in. The main storyline follows Zack Hara, a young
Japanese American searching for an emotional life while traveling in Japan. Zack finds an ally in a professor
and underground poet who introduces him to the concept of mono no aware, roughly translated as the
emotive essence of things, or the sadness in beauty. The professor, grieving for a missing daughter, assigns
Zack a set of mysterious tasks. Zack’s search for self-discovery turns into a search for the professor’s
missing daughter, and draws him into the tragic phenomenon of suicide clubs.
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From reader reviews:

Helen Woodyard:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even an issue. What people must be
consider whenever those information which is from the former life are challenging to be find than now is
taking seriously which one works to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you find the
unstable resource then you get it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen within you if you take Oh!: A mystery of 'mono no aware' as your daily resource
information.

Steven Parrish:

Exactly why? Because this Oh!: A mystery of 'mono no aware' is an unordinary book that the inside of the e-
book waiting for you to snap it but latter it will surprise you with the secret that inside. Reading this book
next to it was fantastic author who all write the book in such wonderful way makes the content interior easier
to understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you because of
not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This book will give you a lot of benefits than
the other book include such as help improving your proficiency and your critical thinking means. So , still
want to delay having that book? If I were you I will go to the reserve store hurriedly.

Mark Johnson:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, short story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not attempting Oh!: A mystery of 'mono no
aware' that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied by simply reading this book. Reading practice
all over the world can be said as the means for people to know world far better then how they react toward
the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading routine only for the geeky man but for all of you who
wants to possibly be success person. So , for every you who want to start reading as your good habit, you
could pick Oh!: A mystery of 'mono no aware' become your own personal starter.

Major Talley:

Reading a book to be new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to go through a book. When you go
through a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge,
simply because book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what types of
book that you have read. If you want to get information about your examine, you can read education books,
but if you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, in addition to
soon. The Oh!: A mystery of 'mono no aware' will give you a new experience in reading a book.
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