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Kathak, the classical dance of North India, combines virtuosic footwork and dazzling spins with subtle
pantomime and soft gestures. As a global practice and one of India's cultural markers, kathak dance is often
presented as heir to an ancient Hindu devotional tradition in which men called Kathakas danced and told
stories in temples. The dance's repertoire and movement vocabulary, however, tell a different story of
syncretic origins and hybrid history - it is a dance that is both Muslim and Hindu, both devotional and
entertaining, and both male and female. Kathak's multiple roots can be found in rural theatre, embodied
rhythmic repertoire, and courtesan performance practice, and its history is inextricable from the history of
empire, colonialism, and independence in India. Through an analysis both broad and deep of primary and
secondary sources, ethnography, iconography and current performance practice, Margaret Walker undertakes
a critical approach to the history of kathak dance and presents new data about hereditary performing artists,
gendered contexts and practices, and postcolonial cultural reclamation. The account that emerges places
kathak and the Kathaks firmly into the living context of North Indian performing arts.
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From reader reviews:

Jamey Ainsworth:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world could share their
idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their own reader with their story as
well as their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the
information about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
kids, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve their talent in
writing, they also doing some research before they write for their book. One of them is this India's Kathak
Dance in Historical Perspective (SOAS Musicology Series).

John Glass:

Exactly why? Because this India's Kathak Dance in Historical Perspective (SOAS Musicology Series) is an
unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap this but latter it will shock you with the
secret that inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who else write the book in such
incredible way makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the
meaning fully. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This
unique book will give you a lot of advantages than the other book get such as help improving your expertise
and your critical thinking means. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I have been you I will go to
the e-book store hurriedly.

Michael Berry:

On this era which is the greater man or who has ability to do something more are more treasured than other.
Do you want to become among it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you need to do is just spending
your time very little but quite enough to possess a look at some books. Among the books in the top record in
your reading list is definitely India's Kathak Dance in Historical Perspective (SOAS Musicology Series).
This book that is qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in becoming precious person. By
looking upwards and review this e-book you can get many advantages.

Myra McKenzie:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our know-how for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we would like. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every
year was exactly added. This e-book India's Kathak Dance in Historical Perspective (SOAS Musicology
Series) was filled in relation to science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your technology
competence. Some people has various feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big benefit of a
book, you can really feel enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like now, many ways to get book you
wanted.
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