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The incredible true story of the NBA’s once future star, Anfernee “Penny” Hardaway, who finally
fulfills his basketball promise when he takes over coaching the Lester Middle School team in the
roughest section of Memphis—eventually leading the boys all the way to the state finals and earning
him his first-ever championship.

Former NBA star Anfernee “Penny” Hardaway grew up in Binghampton, one of the roughest sections of
Memphis. Due in no small part to the self-discipline and strong values his grandmother instilled in him, plus
his singular talent, Penny beat the incredible odds and made it to the NBA. He was such a special player that
it seemed inevitable that he would win at least one championship and end up in the Hall of Fame. But
dogged by injuries, Penny was never able to live up to his full basketball star potential.

After retirement Penny returned to Memphis and struggled with the question most professional athletes face
when their bright-lights careers come to an end: What now? The unexpected answer came from Desmond
Merriweather, one of Penny’s oldest friends. Desmond had recently been diagnosed with colon cancer and
needed someone to replace him as head coach of the Lester Middle School basketball team in the same
dangerous neighborhood where Penny grew up. Without hesitating, Penny said, “I’m all in.”

On These Courts is the moving story of Coach Penny helping his young players navigate their way through
impossible circumstances: failing grades, incarcerated fathers, gang pressures, and the crime-ridden streets of
Memphis. But Penny never shied away. He selflessly provided on-the-court coaching, helped kids with
homework, and became a positive role model who is committed to staying involved in their lives. But this is
not just a story about Penny; the true stars are the kids on the Lester Lions team—Robert Washington,
Reggie Green, Kobe Freeman, and Desmond’s own son Nick Merriweather— who rewarded Penny with his
first championship season, winning the state title by one point. A penny.

A story of hope and inspiration, struggle, and triumph, On These Courts reveals the importance and power of
taking a stand in a community and learning what it truly means to give back.

A portion of the proceeds from this book will be donated to Penny’s FastBreak Courts, part of Penny
Hardaway’s ongoing efforts to help at-risk youth in the Memphis community.
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From reader reviews:

Corey Valenzuela:

The book On These Courts: A Miracle Season that Changed a City, a Once-Future Star, and a Team Forever
can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. Exactly why
must we leave the great thing like a book On These Courts: A Miracle Season that Changed a City, a Once-
Future Star, and a Team Forever? Several of you have a different opinion about publication. But one aim this
book can give many info for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or
details that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; you are able to share all of these. Book On
These Courts: A Miracle Season that Changed a City, a Once-Future Star, and a Team Forever has simple
shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can search the enormous world
by open up and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Terri Root:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information presently can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even restricted. What people must be
consider any time those information which is from the former life are difficult to be find than now is taking
seriously which one is suitable to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you find the
unstable resource then you have it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All
those possibilities will not happen in you if you take On These Courts: A Miracle Season that Changed a
City, a Once-Future Star, and a Team Forever as your daily resource information.

Emily Higginbotham:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world may share their idea.
Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their reader with their story as
well as their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the books. But also they write about the
information about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
children, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on this planet always try to improve their
talent in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write on their book. One of them is this On
These Courts: A Miracle Season that Changed a City, a Once-Future Star, and a Team Forever.

Pat Thomas:

You can obtain this On These Courts: A Miracle Season that Changed a City, a Once-Future Star, and a
Team Forever by go to the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve issue if you
get difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only through written or printed and
also can you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern era like now, you just looking of your mobile
phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more information about



your guide. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still revise. Let's try to
choose proper ways for you.
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