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The JPS classic reissue of a Jewish masterpiece, reset in two volumes with all new indexes To this day
Legends of the Jews remains a most remarkable and comprehensive compilation of stories connected to the
Hebrew Bible. It is an indispensable reference on that body of literature known as Midrash, the imaginative
retelling and elaboration on Bible stories in which mythological tales about demons and magic co-exist with
moralistic stories about the piety of the patriarchs. Legends is the first book to which one turns to learn about
the postbiblical understanding of a biblical episode, or to discover the source for biblical legends that cannot
be traced directly to the Bible. It is also the first place to find the answers to such questions as: on what day
was Abraham born; what was Moses' physical appearance, or what was the name of Potiphar’s wife.

Launched in 1901 by The Jewish Publication Society, the original project began as a single volume of 1,000
pages but grew much larger by 1938, when the seventh volume containing the indexes was finally published.
Louis Ginzberg was 28 years old when Henrietta Szold, secretary of the Society, prepared the contract for
what was conceived as a small, popular volume on Jewish legends. As the scion of two distinguished
rabbinical families, Ginzberg studied in the great Lithuanian yeshivot of Telz and Slobodka. Later he
received his secular education at Strassburg and Heidelberg universities. This combination of religious and
secular learning enabled him to pursue with great passion the wide-ranging roots of Jewish legend. Ginzberg
believed that Jewish legend was both earlier and greater than what was represented in the Talmud and
midrashic collections—the primary Rabbinic sources. And so he scoured Jewish, Christian, Islamic, and
Oriental sources to rediscover the fine threads of Jewish legend. The result was a masterpiece: a single,
coherent collection of legends that follows the biblical narrative, accompanied by detailed notes that reveal a
complex subtext of often intersecting and multi-layered levels of influence, borrowed notions, and
interpretive commentaries.

Four new indexes and a new introduction by David Stern, Professor of Postbiblical and Medieval Hebrew
Literature, and Director of the Jewish Studies Program at the University of Pennsylvania, complete the
reissue of one of the greatest classics of modern Jewish literature.
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From reader reviews:

Helga Lever:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yep, you
can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time
to take a stroll, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or read a book entitled Legends of
the Jews (2-Volume Set)? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You understand beside you can spend
your time together with your favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with their opinion or
you have different opinion?

Georgianna Menendez:

This book untitled Legends of the Jews (2-Volume Set) to be one of several books that best seller in this
year, this is because when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit in it. You will easily to buy that
book in the book retailer or you can order it via online. The publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It
makes you quickly to read this book, as you can read this book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason to
you personally to past this guide from your list.

James Hubbard:

Reading a book tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world may share their idea.
Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire all their reader with their story or their
experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the data about
something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your sons or daughters,
there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors in this world always try to improve their skill in
writing, they also doing some research before they write for their book. One of them is this Legends of the
Jews (2-Volume Set).

Shirley Drago:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with pals is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try issue that really opposite
from that. 1 activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
already been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Legends of the Jews (2-Volume Set),
you could enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still would like to miss it? What kind of hang-
out type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout people. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its known as reading
friends.
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