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Virtually unknown today, Alfred Russel Wallace was the co-discoverer of natural selection with Charles
Darwin and an eminent scientist who stood out among his Victorian peers as a man of formidable mind and
equally outsized personality. Now Michael Shermer rescues Wallace from the shadow of Darwin in this
landmark biography.
Here we see Wallace as perhaps the greatest naturalist of his age--spending years in remote jungles,
collecting astounding quantities of specimens, writing thoughtfully and with bemused detachment at his
reception in places where no white man had ever gone. Here, too, is his supple and forceful intelligence at
work, grappling with such arcane problems as the bright coloration of caterpillars, or shaping his 1858 paper
on natural selection that prompted Darwin to publish (with Wallace) the first paper outlining the theory of
evolution. Shermer also shows that Wallace's self-trained intellect, while powerful, also embraced
surprisingly naive ideas, such as his deep interest in the study of spiritual manifestations and seances.
Shermer shows that the same iconoclastic outlook that led him to overturn scientific orthodoxy as he worked
in relative isolation also led him to embrace irrational beliefs, and thus tarnish his reputation.
As author of Why People Believe Weird Things and founding publisher of Skeptic magazine, Shermer is an
authority on why people embrace the irrational. Now he turns his keen judgment and incisive analysis to
Wallace's life and his contradictory beliefs, restoring a leading figure in the rise of modern science to his
rightful place.
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From reader reviews:

Jean Fuller:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a publication will give you a lot of
new information. When you read a reserve you will get new information simply because book is one of
various ways to share the information as well as their idea. Second, studying a book will make an individual
more imaginative. When you studying a book especially fictional book the author will bring you to definitely
imagine the story how the personas do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other
individuals. When you read this In Darwin's Shadow: The Life and Science of Alfred Russel Wallace: A
Biographical Study on the Psychology of History, you can tells your family, friends in addition to soon about
yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a reserve.

Patricia Carter:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store?
Attempt to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't assess book by its protect may
doesn't work this is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the
outside appear likes. Maybe you answer is usually In Darwin's Shadow: The Life and Science of Alfred
Russel Wallace: A Biographical Study on the Psychology of History why because the fantastic cover that
make you consider about the content will not disappoint you actually. The inside or content will be fantastic
as the outside as well as cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.

Bridgett Killion:

This In Darwin's Shadow: The Life and Science of Alfred Russel Wallace: A Biographical Study on the
Psychology of History is great e-book for you because the content that is full of information for you who all
always deal with world and possess to make decision every minute. This kind of book reveal it info
accurately using great coordinate word or we can say no rambling sentences inside. So if you are read it
hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't mean it only will give you straight forward sentences
but difficult core information with beautiful delivering sentences. Having In Darwin's Shadow: The Life and
Science of Alfred Russel Wallace: A Biographical Study on the Psychology of History in your hand like
getting the world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no book that offer you world
with ten or fifteen tiny right but this book already do that. So , this can be good reading book. Hey Mr. and
Mrs. active do you still doubt this?

John Hayes:

A lot of reserve has printed but it is different. You can get it by net on social media. You can choose the most
beneficial book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is called of book In
Darwin's Shadow: The Life and Science of Alfred Russel Wallace: A Biographical Study on the Psychology



of History. You'll be able to your knowledge by it. Without making the printed book, it can add your
knowledge and make anyone happier to read. It is most critical that, you must aware about guide. It can bring
you from one destination to other place.
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