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Written in 1927 but barred from timely publication by the Lincoln family, The Dark Days of Abraham
Lincoln's Widow, as Revealed by Her Own Letters is based on nearly two dozen intimate letters written
between Mary Lincoln and her close friend Myra Bradwell mainly during the former's 1875 incarceration in
an insane asylum. By the 1920s most accounts of Mrs. Lincoln focused on her negative qualities and
dismissed her as "crazy." Bradwell's granddaughter Myra Helmer Pritchard wrote this distinctly sympathetic
manuscript at the behest of her mother, who wished to vindicate Mary Lincoln in the public eye by printing
the private correspondence. Pritchard fervently defends Mrs. Lincoln's conduct and sanity, arguing that she
was not insane but rather the victim of an overzealous son who had his mother committed.

The manuscript and letters were thought to have been destroyed, but fortunately the Lincolns' family lawyer
stored copies in a trunk, where historian Jason Emerson discovered them in 2005. While leaving the
manuscript intact, Emerson has enhanced it with an introduction and detailed annotations. He fills in factual
gaps; provides background on names, places, and dates; and analyzes Pritchard's interpretations, making
clear where she was right and where her passion to protect Mrs. Lincoln led to less than meticulous research
and incorrect conclusions. This volume features an easy-to-follow format that showcases Pritchard's text on
the left-hand pages and Emerson's insightful annotations on the right-hand pages. 

Following one of the most revered and reviled, famous and infamous of the First Ladies, this book provides a
unique perspective of Mrs. Lincoln's post-White House years, with an emphasis on her commitment to a
sanitarium. Emerson's contributions make this volume a valuable addition to the study of the Lincoln family.
This fascinating work gives today's Lincoln enthusiasts the chance to read this intriguing interpretation of the
former First Lady that predates nearly every other book written about her.
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From reader reviews:

Rose Slagle:

Here thing why this particular The Dark Days of Abraham Lincoln’s Widow, as Revealed by Her Own
Letters are different and reliable to be yours. First of all looking at a book is good nevertheless it depends in
the content than it which is the content is as tasty as food or not. The Dark Days of Abraham Lincoln’s
Widow, as Revealed by Her Own Letters giving you information deeper and different ways, you can find any
e-book out there but there is no guide that similar with The Dark Days of Abraham Lincoln’s Widow, as
Revealed by Her Own Letters. It gives you thrill looking at journey, its open up your own eyes about the
thing that will happened in the world which is might be can be happened around you. It is easy to bring
everywhere like in area, café, or even in your method home by train. Should you be having difficulties in
bringing the branded book maybe the form of The Dark Days of Abraham Lincoln’s Widow, as Revealed by
Her Own Letters in e-book can be your choice.

Bradley Harshbarger:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the concept The Dark Days of
Abraham Lincoln’s Widow, as Revealed by Her Own Letters suitable to you? Often the book was written by
well known writer in this era. The actual book untitled The Dark Days of Abraham Lincoln’s Widow, as
Revealed by Her Own Lettersis the main of several books this everyone read now. This kind of book was
inspired a number of people in the world. When you read this book you will enter the new dimension that
you ever know previous to. The author explained their concept in the simple way, so all of people can easily
to know the core of this reserve. This book will give you a large amount of information about this world
now. So you can see the represented of the world within this book.

Kevin Miller:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with close friends is thing
that usually you have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try thing that really opposite from
that. One activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
already been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love The Dark Days of Abraham Lincoln’s
Widow, as Revealed by Her Own Letters, it is possible to enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still
wish to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout people. What? Still don't
understand it, oh come on its known as reading friends.

Belinda Fergerson:

Many people said that they feel bored when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt the item when they
get a half areas of the book. You can choose the particular book The Dark Days of Abraham Lincoln’s
Widow, as Revealed by Her Own Letters to make your own reading is interesting. Your personal skill of
reading expertise is developing when you such as reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to



see it and mingle the feeling about book and studying especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to
available a book and study it. Beside that the book The Dark Days of Abraham Lincoln’s Widow, as
Revealed by Her Own Letters can to be a newly purchased friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse
using what must you're doing of these time.
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