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In the Alcestis, the title character sacrifices her own life to save that of her husband, Admetus, when he is
presented with the opportunity to have someone die in his place. Alcestis compresses within itself both
tragedy and its apparent reversal, staging in the process fascinating questions about gender roles, family
loyalties, the nature of heroism, and the role of commemoration.
Alcestis is Euripides's earliest complete work and his only surviving play from the period preceding the
outbreak of the Peloponnesian War. Currently dominant post-structuralist models of Greek tragedy focus on
its 'oppositional' role in the discourse of war and public values. This study challenges not only this politicised
model of tragic discourse but also both traditional masculinist and more recent feminist readings of the
discourse and performance of gender in this remarkable play.
The play survived in the performance repertoire of antiquity into the Roman period. Euripides' version
strongly influenced the reception of the myth through the middles ages into the Renaissance, and the story
enjoyed a lively afterlife through opera. Alcestis' contested reception in the last two centuries charts our
changing understanding of tragedy.
Niall Slater's study explores the reception and afterlife of the play, as well as its main themes, the myth
before the play, the play's historical and social context and the central developments in modern criticism.
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From reader reviews:

Joyce Burke:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children till adult are different content. As we know that
book is very important for all of us. The book Euripides: Alcestis (Companions to Greek and Roman
Tragedy) seemed to be making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take more
information. It is rather advantages for you. The reserve Euripides: Alcestis (Companions to Greek and
Roman Tragedy) is not only giving you a lot more new information but also to become your friend when you
truly feel bored. You can spend your own personal spend time to read your guide. Try to make relationship
together with the book Euripides: Alcestis (Companions to Greek and Roman Tragedy). You never sense
lose out for everything should you read some books.

Donald Sams:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you, why because this Euripides: Alcestis (Companions to Greek and
Roman Tragedy) publication written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book that could
be understand by anyone who have read the book. Written inside good manner for you, still dripping wet
every ideas and producing skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still question Euripides:
Alcestis (Companions to Greek and Roman Tragedy) as good book not simply by the cover but also by
content. This is one guide that can break don't evaluate book by its deal with, so do you still needing yet
another sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already said so why you have
to listening to an additional sixth sense.

Linda Williams:

A lot of e-book has printed but it differs. You can get it by online on social media. You can choose the top
book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is known as of book
Euripides: Alcestis (Companions to Greek and Roman Tragedy). You can contribute your knowledge by it.
Without leaving behind the printed book, it can add your knowledge and make you actually happier to read.
It is most essential that, you must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one place to other place.

Garry Brown:

Reserve is one of source of knowledge. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen require book to know the change information of year to be able to year. As we
know those books have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to around
the world. Through the book Euripides: Alcestis (Companions to Greek and Roman Tragedy) we can take
more advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative people? For being creative person must prefer to read a
book. Only choose the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life
with this book Euripides: Alcestis (Companions to Greek and Roman Tragedy). You can more appealing
than now.
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